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“Someone deadfor over three hundred years, 
ifyou're willing to listen, 

can teach you about somethingyou 're doing now .” 


- Tom Bergeron 


History should be learned in a personal way. It is this personalization that makes the lessons 
of history more real, and relevant. 

Genealogy may help to bring into focus one’s ancestors, their circumstances, and their 
challenges. Through the details of their lives, we might come to understand their strengths, 
skills, goals, and desires. It is this increased awareness of one’s antecedents which empowers 
each of us to dig beyond our own inherited qualities, facilitating the uncovering of our 
individual selves. In my estimation, this is one of the most significant gifts of genealogy. 

Each of us has a myriad of ancestors. Why, then, was it my choice to focus on my paternal 2 nd 
Great Grandfather, William Felshaw ? I selected William because I believe his story to be one 
which portrays an extraordinary individual and that by examining the events of his life, a 
portrait of merits may begin to show themselves; qualities which are worthy of emulation. 

In the words of Marjorie Felshaw Blout Scott, now preserved in the archives of the Daughters of 
Utah Pioneers: “I am proud of the integrity, devotion, and loyalty that was exhibited by my great¬ 
grandfather [William Felshaw] and for the example he set... ” [11 

For me, William Felshaw's story is one of building, spirituality & faith, integrity, skill, 
compassion, dedication, selflessness, and Love. 

It is my hope that this work will be worthy of his remarkable life and also that you, the reader, 
might glean something from this depiction of William’s life which might assist you along your 
own journeys. 
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Introduction 



rganization 


The main body of this work is divided into three portions: Chapter One, providing 
background on the name ‘Felshaw’; Chapter Two, portraying the paternal ancestral line of 
William Felshaw, Chapter Three, presenting events of William Felshaw’s life in a timeline format. 


New to the Second Edition 

Following, are the additions and modifications made to the second edition: 

• Additional events of Williams life. 

• Additional documentation/sources. 

• Additional images. 

• Additional appendices. 

• Formatting and layout modifications. 

If you have available information or images directly relating to William Felshaw or his wives 
and children, which may add to the information found within this edition, please contact me 
(my email address is included on the second page of this document). 








Conventions 


Before delving into the topics of William Felshaw , his lineage, and the events of his life, 
clarification is needed regarding the way in which names and other information will be 
presented. 

Names 

Names of all individuals are italicized. William's name and those of his ancestors, siblings, 
spouses, and descendants, if they are the focus, are also be bolded (unless quoted). William's 
name appears in bold only within reference to his birth, marriages, church ordinances, or 
death. If an individual’s name appears more than once within the same reference, only the 
first instance is given in bold text. When listed in union, both names will be treated as 
outlined. For example, William &cMary Harriet Felshaw , or William S^Mary Harriet Felshaw 

Within lists, summaries (such as information from census or tax records), footnotes and 
citations, names of individuals appear in italics , and not in bold. Referenced appendices 
appear in bold. Unless otherwise specified, quoted material retains the spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, et cetera, as that of the source material. 

Place names should be considered to have been, or are, within the United States of America. 
Names of towns, counties, states, territories, colonies, and countries appear as standard text. 

Local place names (such as temples, churches, lodges, cemeteries, creeks, and rivers), as well 
as titles (such as Representative , Mayor , President , Brother ), appear in italics. 

Sources 

Chapter Two is a summarized listing of genealogical information taken from Chapter Three , and 
so does not provide sources. For source information, please refer to Chapter Three and the 
Sources section. If a source is not given, it may be understood to be family lore. 

GPS Coordinates 

When given, GPS coordinates should be considered to be very close approximations to actual 
locations. In some cases, when gathering GPS data, buildings were no longer standing, but 
the area was familiar enough to those present, to allow an estimated location. Various tools 
were used in gathering, verifying, and compiling GPS coordinate data ( Garmin , mobile phone, 
Google Barth). Each of the tools used supplied coordinates which varied by at least a few 
seconds from each other. Each of the tools supplied a variance of less than a minute. 






William Felshaw 

(February 3 rd , 1800 ~ September 24 th , 1867) 











Name History and Lore 


U)he name “Felshaw” is only one of the spellings used to delineate those within our* “Felshaw” 
family tree. In this chapter, you’ll find information regarding the name itself, as well as some 
of the lore surrounding it. 

Meaning of the Name 

Not yet considering the myriad of variant spellings (further below), the name “Felshaw” or 
“Falshaw” has been found to have two different types of origin: 

1 Etymological : “dweller at the field of wood”. “Felshaws of America” elaborates 

on that meaning: “The name has two parts. The prefix being fold’, from Middle English 
meaning an enclosed space, and the suffix being ( shaw’, also from Middle English 
meaning a copse or clump of trees or bushes .” ^ “Copse, a thicket, grove, or growth of 
small trees — called also coppice .” ^ 

2. Locale : Fallshaw was from Fullshaw, a locality in Cheshire.^ ^ “Felshaws of 
America” provides information regarding a different locality: “... suspects a link 
to the minor locality of Eauldshawe’ in the Minister’s Accounts for Lawkland in 1383.” 

[ 3 ] 



“Fulshaw Cross” In Cheshire County, Near To Wilmslow 

(Free use image) 


* Here, the use of the word ‘our’ references those having ancestry leading to William Felshaw. 
t During the 1600s Wilmslow absorbed the area known as Fulshaw. 






Variations in Spelling 

I’ll not give sources citing each of the variations of the surname. There are many, and doing 
so would be too unwieldy for the scope and purpose of this work. Some of the variations may 
have been a result of a transposition (“Fleshaw”, for example). Others may have originated 
through a mishearing of the name.* The list included below, contains most of the variations 
I’ve encountered during my own research: 

Falshaw, Fallshaw, Falshar, Falshay, Fanshow, Fanshowe, Felcher, Felshaw, 
Felschou, Felschow, Felspan, Fenshaw, ffalshey, ffoulshey, ffowlshey, 
Ffulshawe, Filsha, Filshaw, Filshay, Folshaw, Foulshaw, Fowlshaw, Fulch, 
Fulcher, Fulchered, Fulcred, Fullshaw, Fullsha, Fullshay, Fulshaw. 

Additional variations, given below, are found in “Felshaws of America”: 

“Faldshawe, Foldeshawe, Faldeshay, Faldshaw, Falshay, foulshey. [3] 

Surnames can evolve and change over time and also by familial line. The spelling within 
William Felshaw's known line, according to records, used both “Falshaw” and “Felshaw”d 

Most branches, within the United States, seem to have adopted the “Felshaw” spelling. One 
exception has been the branch which began with Lemuel H. Felshaw / Felcher. That branch has 
adopted and continues to use, the “Felcher” spelling. 

A clue regarding the early history of the name may be found in the following passage: 

“... Sir Nicholas de Falshaw (a corruption common in Scotland and elsewhere of Fulcher).” ^ 

From the above, we may surmise that the name “Falshaw” (and its variations) originated from 
the name “Fulcher.” Also noteworthy from that passage, is the use of “de”, used to indicate an 
individual to be “of’ or “from” the place following (“de” precedes “Falshaw”, indicating that 
Sir Nicholas was “of’ or “from” a location known as “Falshaw”). 



* Accents, dialects, lack of attention, or a person’s low hearing abilities, might all be considered reasons for the incorrect 
hearing of the name. 

t Within “Putnam, Connecticut, Church Record Abstracts, 1630-1920” (Volume 093, Page 63), Felshaw family member 
names have been listed under the heading “FELSHAW, FALSHAW”. 





Lore and Mentions 


In the interest of brevity, I’m including only a few references involving the names “Felshaw”, 
“Falshaw”, “Fallshaw”, and “Fulshaw”. Only the first item is confirmed to have a tie with the 
William Felshaw line, others are listed only for interest toward the Felshaw name (and variants). 

i. “Felshaw Tavern” in Putnam, Connecticut. * * 

ii. “Felshaw Street” in Gaylord, Otsego County, Michigan. 

iii. The name “Samwell Fulshaw” appeared in “A LIST OF THE NAMES OF THE 
DEAD IN VIRGINIA SINCE APRIL LAST: FEB 16 th , 1623”... “At the Plantation 
over ag ? James Cittie.” Samwell Fulshaw was one of the first American Colonists. 1 

iv. “Lower down, where we now find Albert, Falshaw, and Buchanan Streets [in 
Edinburgh, Scotland], the ground for more than twenty years was a garden nursery, 
long the feu of Messrs. Eagle and Henderson, some of whose advertisements as 
seedsmen go back to nearly the middle of the last century [1700s].” * [T| 

v. “Falshaw, the late Sir James, Bart, (extinct) of Edinburgh, a dexter hand holding a 
white rose slipped and leaved ppr. / officio impavidus. 218. 10.” § 



Sir James Falshaw 9 s Crest 


vi. “Dame JANE FALSHAW, Widow, commonly known as Lady Falshaw, daughter 
of Thomas Gibbs of Spring Bank, Upper Norwood. Armorial bearings are, upon a 
lozenge : Azure, a chevron between two fleurs-de-lis in chief and a battle-axe in 
base argent. Married, 1871, as his second wife, Sir James Falshaw, first Baronet, 
Civil Engineer, who died 1889, when the title became extinct.” ^ 


* It is believed that John Felshaw trained militia, during the U.S. Revolutionary War, behind this tavern. 

t See: “Colonial Records of Virginia”; R. F. Walker, Superintendent Public Printing; Richmond, Virginia; 1874; page 
57. 

* “Falshaw Street” is now known as “Iona Street”. [9] 

§ This crest is not of the William Felshaw line. 





vii. 2nd James I., 1604. Efil., No. 4. Peter Jackson versus John Brunt. Right and title 
to lands in Nether Knottesford, parcel of the manor of Tatton, and formerly 
belonging to the preceptory of Ively (Derby), parcel of the hospital of St. John of 
Jerusalem, in England. Did Queen Elizabeth grant same to Geo. Poole, and he to 
Peter Jackson ? (plaintiff) ? [The names of Lynney Taylor, Sir John Leigh, Wm. 
Swinton, Richard, Kathe., and Jane Sprostorne, and the manors of Tabley, Fulshaw 
or Falshaw, and Warberton (Chester), are mentioned.] Survey of same. (C. 13 
Nov., I.D. 18 Jan., at Middle wick.)” [8a] 

viii. A marriage performed on November 24 th , 1640 between “Edmund ffalshey 
[Falshaw, Foulshaw] and Marie West”; baptism of Elsabeth, daughter of “Edmund 
ffalshey” on November 17 th , 1633; baptism of Alice, daughter of Edmund ffowlshey 
on July 10th, 1635; baptism on August 28 th , 1642; burial of Abraham son of 
Edmund ffoulshey; burial of Anne daughter of Edmund ffoulshey on January 10th, 

1638; burial of Elsabeth, wife of Edmund ffoulshey, of ffarsley; April 9th, 1640. 
[ 10 ] 

ix. “Falshaw Bridge” in Edinburgh (Stockbridge), commemorating the late Sir James 
Falshaw (1810-1889). a The bridge was opened in 1877 hy the Lord Provost James Falshaw 
for whom the bridge is named. In the 1950's it underwent structural reinforcement and some 
renovation .” 



Falshaw Bridge over the Water of Leith * 

(South of the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, Scotland; Free Use License Image; 2011) 


In the next chapter, weTl take a look at information relevant to individuals who are known to 
be the forbearers of William Felshaw , and also to that of his children. 


* The Water of Leith is a 24 mile long river that flows through Edinburgh. The river rises in the Pentland Hills and flows 
generally north east to its mouth at Leith. 







fiapter m iuo 


Progenitors 8^Progeny 




s my intention with this chapter, I’ve limited my scope to that of providing information 
which may act as a bridge with other texts and sources. I won’t go into the depth of detail 
already accomplished in other works. 


In his work, Felshaws of America (2018, Fourth Edition ), Richard Felshaw has done an excellent 
job of providing detailed biographical, genealogical, and source information, regarding 
William , his progenitors, Felshaw relations, and of William's descendants. Most of, if not all, 
the information found in this chapter is taken from Richard's book (item 3 , in the list of 
sources). Source information is provided for information found outside of Richard’s book. 


On the following page, William's earliest known paternal ancestor, and his spouse are listed 
as the first generation. Each descending paternal ancestor and spouse will then be listed in 
sequence as a subsequent generation, finishing with William Felshaw and his family. William 
Felshaw's lineage chart may be viewed in Appendix A). 



Map of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay 

(Library of Congress; Non-commercial Use Image) 




























Generation 1 


Michael Falshaw was born circa 1680.* Michael married his first wife, Dorothy 

_(maiden name currently unknown) likely, early in 17064 After Dorothy died, 

Michael married his second wife, Mary Harbert , on the 16 th of April 1723 at 
Charlestown, Middlesex, Massachusetts Bay Colony, British Colonial America. 
Michael died in Cambridge, Massachusetts during early October 1726. 

Dorothy _. Thought to have been born about the year 1685 in Weston of the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony. Dorothy Felshaw (rather than ‘ Falshaw’) appears in Weston 
church records 1714-1716. [12 ^ 

Michael & Dorothy Falshaw had one child, a son: 

i. John Falshaw, Sr. Born Thursday, December 26 th , 1706 in Watertown, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, British Colonial America (within the area now 
identified as Middlesex County). 


Generation 2 


John Felshaw, Sr. Born Thursday, December 26 th , 1706 in Watertown. Married 
Elizabeth Robinson on December 23 rd , 1726 in Killingly, Windham County, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. He died on March 16 th , 1783 in Killingly, 
Windham County, Connecticut. He was buried, and his headstone may be seen, at the 
Aspinwall Cemetery in Putnam, Windham County, Connecticut. 

Elizabeth Robinson. Born about the year 1705 in Killingly, Windham County, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. She was the daughter of William & Mary 
Robinson. Elizabeth died on May 31 st , 1766 in Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, 
British Colonial America. Her grave and memorial may be found at the Aspinwall 
Cemetery in Putnam, Windham County, Connecticut. 


* This is based upon the year of the birth of his only known child, John Felshaw [Sr.]. It has been presented that Michael 
was born in England, although records which might substantiate that hypothesis have, so far, remained hidden (if they 
exist). This is an area needing additional research. 

t A record of the marriage has not yet been found, however, Dorothy was identified at the time their son was born in 
December of 1706. Records which have been located, place both Michael and Dorothy in the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
of England; giving rise to the, very reasonable, supposition that Michael may have been born in England. An additional 
possibility could be that Michael was born in British Colonial America but his parents and he may have been recorded 
with a variation of the surname. More research is needed. 







John 8^Elizabeth Felshawhad the following seven children: 

i. Dorothy Felshaw. Born April 1 st , 1728 at Killingly, Windham, 

Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married David Cutler circa 1749 
in Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial America. Died 
about the year 1794 in Killingly, Windham County, Connecticut. 

ii. Elizabeth Felshaw. Born April 3 rd , 1730 in Killingly, Windham, 

Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married John Johnson on May 
17 th , 1748 in Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial 
America. Died October 3 rd , 1797 in Stafford, Tolland County, 
Connecticut. 

iii. Damaris Felshaw. Born June 19 th , 1732 at Killingly, Windham, 

Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married her first husband, 
Lemuel Chandler , on January 1 st , 1755 in Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married her second husband, 
Jesse Converse , on November 23 rd , 1758 in Windham, Windham, 
Vermont, British Colonial America. Died after January 1799. 

iv. Michael Felshaw. Born August 4 th , 1734 at Killingly, Windham, 

Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married his first wife Rebecca 
(maiden name unknown) on January 9 th , 1759 in Watertown, 
Middlesex, Massachusetts Bay Colony, British Colonial America. 
Married his second wife, Catherine Beach , January 14 th , 1773 in Killingly, 
Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial America. Died April 4 th , 1792 
at Hebron, Tolland, Connecticut. 

v. John Felshaw, Jr. Born Thursday, November 17 th , 1737 at Killingly, 
Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married Mary 
Davis on March 22 nd , 1763 in Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British 
Colonial America. John died October 1819 in Vermont (likely 
Poultney). 

Samuel Felshaw. Christened on March 22 nd , 1741 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married Sabra Russell in June 
1770 at Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial America. 
Died February 26 th , 1783. 


vi. 


vii. Charles Felshaw. Born on December 29 th , 1743 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Died May 23 rd , 1744 at 
Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial America. 


Generation 3 


John Felshaw, Jr. Born Thursday, November 17 th , 1737 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Served in the US Revolutionary War. Married 
Mary Davis on March 22 nd , 1763 in Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British 
Colonial America. John served in the United States Revolutionary War. ^ John died early 
October 1819 at the age of 81, in Vermont. 

Mary Davis. Bom Saturday, May 26 th , 1744 at Oxford, Worcester, Massachusetts 
Bay Colony, British Colonial America. She was the daughter of Daniel Davis and 
Tamar Towne. It was likely that Mary died from Spotted Fever circa 1813 surrounding 
the time of the Spotted Fever epidemic of that time. Mary died either in New York or 
Vermont. 

John Sc Mary Felshaw had the following six children: 

i. Elizabeth Felshaw. Born March 2 nd , 1764 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Died August 1810. 

ii. Samuel Felshaw. Born August 2 nd , 1765 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Died January 1796 in the 
Northwest Territory (at what is now identified as Marietta, Washington 
County, Ohio). 

iii. Mary "Polly" Felshaw. Born December 3 rd , 1767 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married Robert Burch on 
February 12 th , 1786 at Killingly, Windham, Connecticut. Died April 
22, 1794, at Windsor, Berkshire County, Massachusetts. 

iv. Lemuel Elisha Felshaw. Born Sunday, November 12 th , 1769 at 
Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married 
Sarah Hicks (alternately, Hix) in October of 1792. Lemuel died January 
15 th , 1844. He was buried at the Carpenter Cemetery of Pittstown, 
Rensselaer County, New York. 



v. Daniel Felshaw. Born October 4 th , 1771 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married first wife, Alice 
Robinson , about 1791 at Windsor, Massachusetts. Alice died on February 
1st, 1792. Married second wife, Lydia Safford on March 29 th , 1792 at 
Windsor, Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Daniel and Lydia moved to 
Vermont to be near Lydia's family. After Lydia died in 1799, Daniel left 
his family ~ possibly in search of a new wife and home. He may have 
died during his search. 

vi. John Felcher. Born July 23 rd , 1772 at Killingly, Windham, Connecticut, 
British Colonial America. Married Phoebe (or Phebe) Harrington on May 
15 th , 1794 at Holden, Worcester, Massachusetts. Died February 1812 
at Tully, Onondaga, New York. 

Generation Four 


Lemuel Elisha Felshaw. Born Sunday, November 12 th , 1769 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut, British Colonial America. Married Sarah Hix (alternately spelled Hicks ; 
her given name has been listed, in rare instances, as Sally)) in October of 1792. Lemuel 
died January 15 th , 1844. He was buried at the Carpenter Cemetery of Pittstown, 
Rensselaer County, New York. 

Sarah Hicks. Born Sunday, October 24 th , 1767 at Thompson, Windham, 

Connecticut, British Colonial America. She was the daughter of Barnard Hicks, Sr. 
and Mary Eastabrooks. Sarah died on September 9 th , 1852 at Hoosick, Rensselaer 
County, New York. She was buried at Pittstown, Rensselaer, New York. 

Lemuel Elisha 8^ Sarah Felshaw are verified to have had the following seven 
children: 


i. Mary Hix Felshaw. Born April 5 th , 1794 at Killingly, Windham, 
Connecticut. Married Henry Hill on about 1814 in Connecticut. Died 
February 16 th , 1884 in Rensselaer County, New York. Buried in 
Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York. 

ii. Elisha Felshaw. Born July 17 th , 1796 in Killingly, Windham County, 
New York. Died in 1808 in Rensselaer County, New York. 



iii. Lucy Hix Felshaw. Born February 4 th , 1798 at Granville, Washington 
County, New York. Married William Herrington about 1819 in 
Connecticut. Died April 2 nd , 1882 at West Hoosick, Rensselaer County, 
New York. Lucy s grave is located at the Carpenter Cemetery in Pittstown, 
Rensselaer County, New York. 

iv. William Felshaw. Born Monday, February 3 rd , 1800 at Granville, 
Washington County, New York. Married first wife, Mary Harriet 
Gilbert , on February 1 st , 1827 at Granville, Washington County, New 
York. Married second (plural) wife, Charlotte Walters , on July 28 th , 
1843 at Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois. William married a third 
(plural) wife, Elizabeth Cheney , on January 29 th , 1846 at Nauvoo, 
Hancock County, Illinois. William died September 24 th , 1867 at 
Fillmore, Millard County, Utah. William and Mary Harriet Felshaw’ s 
graves may be found at the Fillmore City Cemetery in Fillmore, Millard 
County, Utah. Both Charlotte Walters and Elizabeth Cheney were buried 
in Salt Lake City. 

v. Joseph Felshaw. Born January 10 th , 1802 at Hoosick, Rensselaer, New 
York. Married Ruby Tillinghast on December 20 th , 1842 at Granville, 
Washington County, New York. Died, without issue, on February 18 th , 
1861 at Otisco Township, Ionia County, Michigan. He was buried in the 
same township (Otisco Township) where he died. 

vi. John Davis Felshaw. Born November 13 th , 1804 at either Hoosick, 
Rensselaer County, New York. Married Mary Ann (maiden name 
currently unknown). Died March 21 st , 1880. He was buried at the 
Carpenter Cemetery of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York. 

vii. Milton Barnard Felshaw. Born April 21 st , 1810 at Granville, 
Washington County, New York. Married his first wife, Lucinda Carpenter 
on March 14 th , 1839. Married his second wife, Cynthia Hodgeman , at 
Buskirk, Rensselaer County, New York. Died October 4 th , 1897 at 
Buskirk, Rensselaer County, New York. His grave is located at the 
Carpenter Cemetery of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York. 


Generation Five 


William Felshaw. Born Monday, February 3 rd , 1800 at Granville, Washington 
County, New York. Married first wife, Mary Harriet Gilbert , on February 1 st , 1827 
at Granville, Washington County, New York. Married second (plural) wife, Charlotte 
Walters , on July 28 th , 1843 at Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois. William married a 
third (plural) wife, Elizabeth Cheney , on January 29 th , 1846 at Nauvoo, Hancock 
County, Illinois. William died September 24 th , 1867 at Fillmore, Millard County, 
Utah. William and Mary Harriet Felshaw’s graves may be found at the Fillmore City 
Cemetery in Fillmore, Millard County, Utah. Both Charlotte Walters and Elizabeth Cheney 
were buried in Salt Lake City. 

Mary Harriet Gilbert. Born Sunday, June 5 th , 1808 in Oswego County, New York, 
the daughter of Josiah Gilbert and Susannah Hyde. Died August 26 th , 1871 at 
Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. 

William 8^ Mary Harriet Felshaw had the following thirteen children: 

i. Nancy Mary Felshaw. Born December 10 th , 1827 at Hoosick, 
Rensselaer County, New York. Nancy died that same day. 

ii. Lemuel Felshaw. Born November 14 th , 1828 at Hoosick, Rensselaer 
County, New York. Lemuel died that same day. 

iii. Josiah Felshaw. Born April 1830 at Hoosick, Rensselaer County, New 
York. Josiah likely died that same day but did, at least, die within the 
same month (April 1830). 

iv. Betsey Felshaw. Born July 1 st , 1831 at Hoosick, Rensselaer County, 
New York. Betsey died that same day. 

v. Julia K. Felshaw. Born June 27 th , 1832 at Spafford, Onondaga County, 
New York. Married Lorenzo Dow Rudd on October 30 th , 1849 at Galland’s 
Grove , Pottawattamie County, Iowa. Julia died February 27 th , 1923 at 
Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah. 

vi. William Alma Felshaw. Born July 3 rd , 1834 at Spafford, Onondaga 
County, New York. William Alma died September 14 th , 1840 at Nauvoo, 
Hancock County, Illinois. 



vii. John Earl Felshaw. Born November 23 rd , 1836 at Kirtland, Geauga 
County, Ohio. Married Frances Amanda Croft on September 28 th , 1864 at 
Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. John Earl died March 29 th , 
1920 at Hubbard, Graham County, Arizona. 

viii. Anna Mary Felshaw. Born December 28 th , 1839 at Nauvoo, Hancock 
County, Illinois. Anna Mary died January 16 th , 1848 at Winter Quarters. 

ix. Fucy Rachel Felshaw. Born May 8 th , 1842 at Nauvoo, Hancock 
County, Illinois. Married Francisco (( Frank” Guillermo Wilson on June 9 th , 
1867 at Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. Lucy Rachel died 
December 24 th , 1915 at Holden, Millard County, Utah. 

x. Caroline Felshaw. Born May 3 rd , 1845 at Nauvoo, Hancock County, 
Illinois. Married David Riley Stevens on December 24 th , 1862 at Fillmore, 
Millard County, Utah Territory. Caroline died February 19 th , 1923 at 
Holden, Millard County, Utah. 

xi. Hannah Olive Felshaw. Born November 2 nd , 1848 at Galland’s Grove , 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa. Married Amasa Mason Lyman, Jr. on 
January 6 th , 1867 at Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. Hannah 
Olive died May 29 th , 1872 at Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. 

xii. Sarah Felshaw. Born, a twin, on February 3 rd , 1851 at Galland’s Grove , 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa. Sarah died November 18 th , 1863 at 
Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. 

xiii. Susannah Felshaw. Born, a twin, on February 3 rd , 1851 at Galland’s 
Grove , Pottawattamie County, Iowa. Married John Jeferd Ashby on 
November 15 th , 1869 at Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah 
Territory. Susannah died January 22 nd , 1941 at Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
County, California. 


Charlotte Walters. The second (and plural) wife of William Felshaw. Born 
November 28 th , 1826 at Newent, Gedenes, Gloucester, England, the daughter of John 
Walters and Mary Berrow. Charlotte married her second husband, Isaac Chase , in 1855 
and so, it is likely, that she and William were divorced circa 1854. Charlotte died on 
September 12 th , 1884 at Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah Territory. 


William 8^ Charlotte Felshaw had the following four children: 

i. Catherine Felshaw. Born January 25 th , 1845 at Nauvoo, Hancock 
County, Illinois. Married John Newton McBride on November 11 th , 1862 
at Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. Catherine died September 
29 th , 1879 at Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory. She was buried 
at Fillmore. 

ii. Mary Amanda (Polly) Felshaw. Born March 2 nd , 1847 at Winter 
Quarters , Pottawattamie, Iowa. Married John Wilkinson Streeper on 
December 8 th , 1870 at Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah Territory. Polly 
died November 30 th , 1908 at Provo, Utah County, Utah. Mary Amanda 
Streeper was buried at the Springville Cemetery in Utah County. 

iii. Eleanor Felshaw. Born October 14 th , 1851 at Galland’s Grove , Shelby 
County, Iowa. Married William Reid Smith on September 5 th , 1868 at Salt 
Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah Territory. Eleanor died April 9 th , 
1903 at Centerville, Davis County, Utah. Eleanor was buried at 
Centerville. 

iv. William Newel Felshaw. Born March 10th, 1853 at Salt Lake City, 
Salt Lake County, Utah Territory. Unmarried. William Newel died 
September 26 th ’ 1913 at Evanston, Uinta, Wyoming. He was buried at 
the Centerville Cemetery of Centerville, Davis County, Utah. 


Elizabeth Cheney. The third (and plural) wife of William Felshaw. Born June 7 th , 1814 
at Bethany, Genesee County, New York, the daughter of Elijah Cheney and Achsa 
Thompson. It’s likely that William and Elizabeth divorced. In 1851, Elizabeth married her 
second husband, Abner Bell.* Elizabeth died in 1851 in Salt Lake County, Utah Territory. 

William 8^ Elizabeth Felshaw did not have children together. 



Abner Bell was an immigrant from Switzerland. 



The Life of William Felshaw 


f 


elshaws of this line had only recently moved to New York before William was born. William's 
parents, Lemuel and Sarah , and grandparents, John and Mary , have a presence established in New 
York by 1798. William's elder sister, Lucy Felshaw , was born in Granville, New York during that 
year. During 1796 the family was in Killingly, Connecticut. We know this through records of the 
birth of William's elder brother, Elisha Felshaw. [3][14] 


William's grandfather , John Felshaw, Jr., had served in the U.S. Revolutionary War (.DAR Ancestor 
Number A208026). [3] Additional evidence of his service during the U.S War for Independence may be 
found within the records of Providence, Rhode Island: 


“Receipt[s] from FLenry Bornn for price of horses boughtfor continental service [of John Felshaw 
Jr 1778 14285 14291”. [U] 

The US Revolutionary War had ended only about 13 years prior to the John Felshaw, Jr. and Lemuel 
Elisha Felshaw families having moved their households to Granville, New York. 

The events of William's life have been reasonably well recorded; likely because of his early 
involvement with the “ Church of Christ" (renamed later, on May 3 rd , 1834, to the u The Church of 
Latter Day Saints" and again renamed, on April 26 th , 1838, to a The Church ofJesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints"). It is widely known that this denomination of Christianity was founded on April 6 th , 
1830 by Joseph Smith, Jr, in the state of New York. [ 24 ] [ 25 ] 

For the purpose of this text, it seems appropriate to mention that William Felshaw and Joseph Smith, 
Jr. were distantly related. Their common ancestors were Robert Smith, Jr. (born August 6 th , 1626) 
and his wife Mary French (born March 2 nd , 1634). [27] For William, this was through his Davis 
ancestral line (see Appendix B). Through their common ancestors, William Felshaw and Joseph 
Smith, Jr. were fourth cousins once removed. During their, not infrequent, interactions it’s 
doubtful that either of them knew of their familial relationship. Joseph Smith, Jr. (born December 
of 1805) was five years younger than William Felshaw (born February of 1800). 

It does seem interesting, but not too surprising, in light of their genetic connection, that William 
and Joseph would be drawn together through their spiritual beliefs. Much of the life of William 
Felshaw centered on his spirituality. This may be understood as the recorded events of his life are 
studied. 


This chapter proceeds by presenting the events of William's life in a timeline format. Events 
relevant to William's family recently prior to William's birth, as well as events soon after his death, 
are also presented. 


1794 

April 5 th (Wednesday). Killinglv, Windham County, Connecticut . William Felshaw's 
eldest sister, the first child of Lemuel ScSarah Felshaw , Mary Felshaw , was born. ^ [22] 


1796 

April 26 th (Tuesday). Granville, Washington County, New York . William's 
grandfather, John Felshaw , Jr ., purchased land here. ^ 

July 17 th (Sunday). Killinglv. Windham County. Connecticut . William’s eldest 
brother, Elisha Felshaw, was born as the second child (first son) of Lemuel Sarah 
Felshaw. ^ ^ 


1797 

Granville. Washington County. New York . Because of birth locations and dates of 
within the family surrounding this time, it’s likely that the Lemuel Felshaw family 
moved to New York during this year. 


1798 

February 4 th (Sunday). Granville. Washington County. New York . William’s sister, 
Lucy Felshaw, the third child (second daughter) of Lemuel S^Sarah Felshaw, was born. 

[ 3 ][ 22 ] 


1799 

Granville. Washington County. New York . William’s grandparents, “ John and Mary 
were admitted to the Middle Granville Church ”. [31 


1800 

February 3 rd (Monday). Granville. Washington County. New York . William 
Felshaw was born to Lemuel S^Sarah Felshaw. ^ I 20 ' I 21 l I 22 l William was the fourth 

child (second son). 









Granville. Washington County. New York. After William was born, the Lemuel Felshaw 
and John Felshaw, Jr. households were recorded in the 1800 United States Federal Census. 

[22a] 

A summary of information taken from that census, relevant to both households, is 
included below (notations in brackets given by the author). An image of the page 
applicable to the Felshaw households may be viewed in Appendix C. 


John Falshaw 
Males 45 & older: 
Females 26 to 45: 
Females 45 <& older: 


1 John Felshaw, Jr.] 

1 [uncertain] 

1 /Maty Davis Felshaw] 


Lemuel Falshaw 
Males to 10: 
Males 26 to 45: 
Females to 10: 
Females 26 to 45: 


2 [Elisha and William] 

1 [Lemuel Elisha Felshaw] 

2 /Maty and Euy] 

1 [Sarah Hicks Felshaw] 


1802 

January 10 th (Sunday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . Joseph Felshaw, 
William’s next younger brother, was bom to Lemuel 8^Sarah Felshaw. He was the fifth 
child (third son). ^ 

1804 

November 13 th (Tuesday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . William’s second 
younger brother, John Davis Felshaw, was born to Lemuel S^Sarah Felshaw. He was 
the sixth child (fourth son). ^' ' '' 

1808 

Rensselaer County. New York . During this year William’s elder brother, Elisha 
Felshaw, died. 131 [22) Elisha was approximately twelve years old. 

February 3 rd (Wednesday). William became eight years old. 

Poultnev. Rutland County. Vermont . William’s grandparents, John and Mary 
“Felspan”, joined the Congregational Church of Poultney. '' 







June 5 th (Sunday). Oswego County, New York . Mary Harriet Gilbert , William s 
future wife, was born. ^ 

(( Mary Harriet Gilbert and her twin sister Rachel Betsey were born June 5, 1808, in Oswego 
County, New York to Josiah Gilbert and Susannah Hyde. Family tradition describes Mary Harriet 
as being very beautijul with auburn hair. She was a member of the Presbyterian Church.”^ 


1810 

Poultnev, Rutland County, Vermont . “By 1810, [William's grandparents] John and Mary 
and probably daughter Elizabeth had moved across the state line to Poultney VT as did son John 
and his family. ” ^ 

April 21 st (Saturday). Granville, Washington County, New York . William's youngest 
brother, Milton Barnard Felshaw , the seventh child (fifth son) of Lemuel 8c Sarah 
Felshaw , was born. 


1813 

February 3 rd (Wednesday). William became thirteen years of age. 

Poultney, Rutland County, Vermont. During this year, William's paternal grandfather, 
John Felshaw, Jr-, contracted Spotted Fever. 131 


1814 

Connecticut . It was about this year that William’s eldest sister, Mary Felshaw, married 
Henry Hill. |3) |3 >l Names of the parents of Mr. Hill are unknown at this time. 

“William receives a fair education for the time period then entered the trades as an apprentice. 
For six years he trained as a carpenter and builder. Family tradition claims that he trained 
under a carpenter nicknamed “Old Father Hitchcaught. ” * As an apprentice he received his 
board and clothing which were made by mother Hitchcaught but little money. ” [1?l [221 

He apprenticed under “Old Father Hitchcaught”for six years. TUT 

June 7 th {Tuesday). Bethany. Genesee County. New York . Elizabeth Cheney, William’s 
future third wife (2 nd plural wife), was born. 131 


* The author has been unable to locate other references to a “Hitchcaught” surname and so, it is suspected, the surname 
may have actually been one such as “Hitchcock.” 









“Mother Mitch caught made his pants for him. Often they would be too long. He didn’t like this, but 
she tried to console him saying ‘oh, nevermind, they’ll shrink. ’Although his pants never fit, he received 
expert training and he became an excellent carpenter & builder. Some years later, there appeared a 
tall, handsome, rather slim, yellow-haired young man (However, at 25 his hair turned gray). ” [29] 


1819 

Connecticut . It was about this year that William’s second eldest sister, Lucy Felshaw, 
married William Herrington. ^ ^ Parents of Mr. Herrington were Benjamin Herrington and 
Jemima Mosely. 

February 3 rd (Wednesday). William became nineteen years old. 

Early October. Poultnev. Rutland County. Vermont . At the age of eighty-one years, 
William’s grandfather, John Felshaw, Jr. died. [31 


1823 

Granville. Washington County. New York . During this year, William’s next youngest 
brother, Joseph Felshaw, married Ruby Tillinghast. ^ '''' Parents of Miss Tillinghast 
were Thomas Tillinghast and Edith Russell. 


1824 

November 28 th (Sunday). Newent, Forest of Dean District. Gloucestershire. 
England . Charlotte Walters, the future second wife (1 st plural wife) of William 
Felshaw, was born. |27a| 


1825 

Near Albany. New York . It was about this time that William Felshaw met his then 
future wife, Mary Harriet Gilbert. ' ! * 

“Some years later while working as a carpenter in an area some fifteen or twenty miles from Albany, 
New York, [William] met his future wife, Mary Harriet Gilbert, in a local Tavern. ” [1?1 “/Maty 
Harriet 7 worked as a chambermaid in a tavern in a small town fifteen or twenty miles from Albany, 
New York. ” 1291 









1827 


Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . At some point during this year William 
Felshaw and his younger brother Joseph were a part of the team which constructed the 
Eagle Bridge, a covered bridge over the Hoosick River (the bridge spanned 112-feet): 

“In the year 1827 two carpenters named Comstock and Sherwoodfrom Johnsonville, 
took the contract to build the covered bridge across the Hoosick. Two Felshaw boys, Joe 
and William worked with them... Caroline Thayer, a school teacher, lived in a little 
house at the end of the bridge. She was naturally quite an artist and one day while the 
Felshaw boys were alone at work on the bridge she showed them the picture of an eagle 
that she had just painted. They persuaded her to get upon the scaffold which had not 
been removed from the Washington county end of the bridge, and paint an eagle up 
there. When the boss carpenters returned they were delighted and said, “Now we'll have 
one on the other end and call it ‘Eagle Bridge 

According to information found on a photo belonging to the Hoosick Township Historical 
Society, Eagle Bridge was, some years later, rebuilt (either 1850 or 1870). It is this 
rebuilt version which appears in the postcard image, below. 



The Rebuilt Eagle Bridge” As It Appeared Circa 1914 

(1914 postcard; free use image) 










Eagle Bridge was later converted to a steel girder bridge. Take notice, in the image 
below, of the eagles at the pinnacles at both ends of the bridge. 



(Photo used with permission granted hy the Hoosick Township Historical Society) 


February 1 st (Thursday). Washington County, New York . William Felshaw married 
Mary Harriet Gilbert. ^ [104 ^ Parents of Miss Gilbert were Josiah Gilbert and 

Susannah Hyde. 



Mary Harriet Gilbert 

(Felshawfamily photo; date and location are unknown) 


February 3 rd (Saturday). William became twenty-seven years old. 













December 10 th (Monday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . Nancy Felshaw, 
the first child (first daughter) of William S^Mary Harriet Felshaw, was born. Nancy died 
this same day. 131 [17] [221 [28) [1041 


1828 

November 14 th (Friday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . The second child 
(first son), Lemuel Felshaw, was born to William IkJMary Harriet. Lemuel died this same 

day. [3] [17] [19] [22] [28] [104] 


1830 

Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . During this year, the William Felshaw 
household was recorded in the 1830 United States Federal Census. 1 1 An image of the 
page from the census, relevant to William Felshaw, is included in Appendix D. 

A summary of information from the 1830 census, applicable to William’s family, is 
given below: 


William Belshaw [William Felshaw] 
Home in 1830 (City, County, State): 

Free White Persons - Males - 15 thru 19 
Free White Persons - Males - 20 thru 29 
Free White Persons - Males - 40 thru 49 
Free White Persons - Males - 60 thru 69. 
Free White Persons - Females - 10 thru 14 


Free White Persons - Females -40 
Free White Persons - Females -80 
Free White Persons - Under 20: 
Free White Persons - 20 thru 49: 
Total Free White Persons: 


49: 

89: 


Hoosick, Rensselaer, New York 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 


Total - All Persons (Free White, Slaves, Free Colored): 


7 


February 3 rd (Wednesday). William became thirty years old. 

April 6 th (Tuesday). New York . Joseph Smith, Jr. organized the legal entity of the Church 
of Christ. " 5 " 24 ' 


April. Hoosick. Rensselaer. New York . Josiah Felshaw, the third child (second son) 
of William &^Mary Harriet Felshaw, was born. Josiah died this same month. ^ l 19 l l 22 l l 28 ' 








1831 


It was approximately this year, and likely in the state of New York, that William’s 
brother, John Davis Felshaw, married Mary Ann Joslin. Parents of Miss Joslin were 
Thomas Joslin and Deborah Arnold. 

July 1 st (Friday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . The fourth child (second 
daughter), Betsy Felshaw, was born to William St^Mary Harriet. Betsy died this same 

day. [3] [17] [19] [22] [28] [104] 

In response to little Betsy’s death, Mary Harriet Felshaw wrote the following poem: 

“Go, sweet babe. Thy Father calls thee 
To a fairer world than this. 

Thy spirit’s left this troubled world 
For paradise and bliss. 

Thy Mother is left to mourn 
The loss of her babe so sweet, 

But hope buoys up her spirit 
For we again shall meet. 

T’was hard with thee to part 
But the Ford does all things best. 

Thou has joined thy sister and brother there 
In a land of Peaceful rest. 

Thou Did’st come in an evil day 
When my heart was filled with grief, 

A.nd thy little playful smiles 
Gave my heart relief. ” 


1832 

May 7 th (Monday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . William Felshaw sold land 
which had belonged to his parents (three parcels within lot number 50 of the Hoosick 
Patent). I 3 " 32 ) 





May 20 th (Sunday). SpafforcL Onondaga County, New York . William 8^ Mary 
Harriet Felshaw were converted by Orson Hyde and Samuel H. Smith in 1832 and were 
baptized, by Elder Orson Hyde , into the Church ojChrist (later renamed to u The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’). ^ ™ ^ ™ ™ ™ ^ ™ r 35 l ™ t 38 ^ 


June 27 th (Wednesday). Spafford. Onondaga County, New York . Mary Harriet gave 
birth to the fifth child (third daughter) of William Felshaw , Julia K. Felshaw. [3] [17] [19] 

[22] [28] [38a] [104] 



Julia K. Felshaw during Her Later Years 

(Family photo; likely taken during the early 1900s in Salt Lake City) 


1834 

May 3 rd (Saturday). The church formed by Joseph Smith, Jr. (Church of Christ ) changed 
its name to The Church of the Latter Day Saints. [ls ^ 

July 3 rd (Thursday). Spafford. Onondaga County. New York . The sixth child (third 
son), William Alma Felshaw, was born to William S^Mary Harriet. ' ; ' 17 l 19 ' l 22 ' l 104 ' 

August 25 th (Monday). Spafford. Onondaga County. New York . William sold the 
Spafford land. I 3 1 


1835 


February 3 rd (Tuesday). William became thirty-five years old. 







June 1 st (Monday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . William Felshaw arrived at Kirtland 
with his family. “Here he labored on the Kirtland Temple as one of the chief carpenters until its 

completion. ” ^ 1'4] [17] [19] [20] [22] [33] [36] [37] 

July 3 rd (Friday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . “Michael H. Chandler arrived at 
Kirtland to exhibitfour Egyptian mummies and some rolls of papyrus. ” [19al 

December 9 th (Wednesday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . William gave $3.00 
(approx. $85.00 in 2018 currency) to the Prophet Joseph Smith, Jr. to help him with his 
living during some of the trying times. ' 4I ' Concerning the gifts received that day, 
Joseph Smith, Jr. wrote: 

“My heart swells with gratitude inexpressible, when I realise the great condesentions [sic] 
of my heavenly Father in opening the hearts of these my beloved brethren to administer so 
liberally to my wants: And I ask God in the name <of> Jesus Christ to multiply blessings 
without number upon their heads, and bless me with much wisdom and understanding 
and dipose of me to the best advantage for my brethren, and the advancement of thy cause 
and Kingdom; and whether my days are many or few, whether in life or in death, I say in 
my heart, O Ford, let me enjoy the society of such brethren. ” 



The William Felshaw House in Kirtland As It Appeared Circa 2013 

(Kirtland, Ohio; circa 2013) 


1836 

William was “Ordained to the Eesser Priesthood, and shortly after was ordained an Elder and 
subsequently was ordained into the High Priest’s Quorum. ” [ 191 [22] [361 











At some point, not necessarily during this year, William Felshaw was set apart as a 
Seventy, imvmmw 

March 27 th (Sunday). William worked on the Kirtland Temple until its completion. The 
Kirtland Temple was dedicated on this day. The dedicatory prayer being “given by 
revelation by the Prophet Joseph Smith.” * ' 16 ' ^ l7 ' ™ 

“The day the Kirtland Temple was dedicated, Julia's parents were inside the temple. Julia] 
was at home with friends when they suddenly heard a great rushing of the wind. They looked 
towards the temple and saw a great light. Julia was afraidfor herparents and thought that the 
mobs must have set the temple on fire. She ran down the street and around the comer to the 
temple. As she looked up, there were angels above the roof of the temple singing praises to 
God.”™ 


May 4 th ( Thursday ). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . John Murdoch wrote in his journal 
that he "returned May 4th to Kirtland, and went to work with Brother Wm. Felshaw ." [441 

June 13 th (Monday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . William Felshaw was listed in the 

“Kirtland tax records, indicating that he bought .55 acres (Tract 1 Tot 30) for $100.”™™ 

June 30 th (Thursday) . Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . Joseph Smith, Jr. and Emma Smith 
sold and deeded land to William Felshaw. 1461 Appendix E contains images of the Geauga 
County Deed Record. 



* Full text of the prayer offered at the dedication of the temple at Kirtland may be found in Doctrine and Covenants , 
section 109. 






November 23 rd (Wednesday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . The seventh child 
(fourth son), John Earl Felshaw, was born to William ScMary Harriet .* [31 [191 [221 [46al 



John Earl Felshaw 

(Family photo; the date and location of the photo are unknown) 



The Rebuilt Kirtland Temple 

(The early 1900s; Free use image) 


* It is calculated that John Earl Felshaw was forming in Mary Harriet’s womb during the time she was at the Kirtland 
Temple during its dedication. 













1837 


February 1 st (Wednesday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . William Sy Mary 
Harriet Felshawhad, at this time, been married for ten years. 

March 3 rd (Friday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . The Latter Day Saints' Messenger 
and Advocate recorded that Wm [William] Felshaw was given license as a “Minister of the 
Gospel” in the capacity of “Priest”. 1+71 

June 23 rd (Friday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . William Felshaw posted bail for 
Noah Packard: 

“i, William Felshaw, do acknowledge myself bail for Noah Packard in the sum of one hundred dollars 
to be levied on my goods and chattels, land and tenements in the case said Noah Packard fails to make 
payment of the sum for whose judgment is entered in said suit. June 23, 1837 ” 



William Felshaw’s Signature from the Oliver Cowdery Docket Book 


November 2 nd . (Thursday). Kirtland, Geauga County, Ohio . William Felshaw was 
appointed, by the High Council of the church, to address issues within the Kirtland 
community: [49] 


"Kirtland, Now 2d, 1837 

The High Council met at Brother Marks' according to adjournment in the evening and having 
opened the meeting with prayer by Samuel H. Smith, President proceeded to converse on various 
subjects that were introducedfor discussion, and in the course of the evening passed the following votes 
(namely) that Jerome Bump, the desenters [sic] of the company in the west hollow, Roger Orton and 
also idlers lounging about the streets, should be attended to forthwith, and that [the] brothers whose 
names are here recorded, are appointed to attend to the same. 

William Felshaw 
Daniel A.llen 
Buhias Dustin 

2nd Voted that the High Council and President & Council of high priests occupy the west stands. 
3d Voted that the President of the Elders and his Council, take the lower stand. 

4th Voted that Johnathan Burgess be ordained a priest. 

5th Voted to adjourn to Brother Wm Marks on Monday evening next and then dismissed with a 
blessing by the president Joseph Smith and dispersed. 

Phinehas PJchards, 

Clerk of High Council." 









November 20 th (Monday). KirtlancL Geauga County. Ohio . William provided 
testimony during a meeting of the High Council: [51 ^ 

“Brother Felshaw was called forward by the plaintiff who stated that jp.526] he had 
visited the accused and labored with them according to the law of the Church; that the 
accused justified themselves , seeing the Church had not lived according to the former 
revelations , and they considered the High Council and others were in transgression; and 
that most of the accused appeared to be determined to pursue their own way, whether 
right or wrong ” 

Winter. Kirtland, Geauga County, Ohio . Zemira Draper was ordained as a Priest under 
the hands of William Felshaw and Newel K. Whitney. [52] 


1838 

January 26 th (Friday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . A record was made for 
receipt of a payment William Felshaw made to Ebenezar Pulsipher for a debt owed of 
$10.16. [53] 

January 28 th (Sunday). Kirtland, Geauga County. Ohio . On this day, Joseph Pine 
copied the Patriarchal Blessings of both William and Mary Harriet Felshaw. The date 
(or dates) for which their Patriarchal Blessings were given has not been conveyed. What 
has been recorded is that the blessings were given under the hands of Joseph Smith, Sr. 
(the father of the President of the Church, Joseph Smith, Jr.). Joseph Smith, Sr. was, at 
that time, Patriarch for the church. Based on records dated not long after, the blessings 
for William and Mary Harriet Felshaw were originally written down by Oliver Cowdery (as 
reported by Joseph Pine). Oliver Cowdery’s manuscript was copied by Joseph Pine , who 
was then in possession of the original manuscripts. We may conclude that the 
Patriarchal Blessings for William and Mary Harriet Felshaw were given prior to January 
28 th , 1838. [39][40][43] 

Caldwell County, Missouri . It was around this time that “Growing dissention began from 
within and without the church. Many church leaders who were dishonest became traitors active 
in this rebellion against the church. The main body of the church moved to Caldwell County, 
Missouri in 1838. The William Felshaw family was among this exodus. ’* ^ ^ ^ ^ 


* It seems ironic that William Felshaw and his family had to leave Ohio, as William’s uncle, Samuel Felshaw , was one of the 
first to settle the Northwest Territory, which included Ohio, on April 7th, 1788. [56] 








April 26 th (Thursday). The Church of the Latter Day Saints is renamed to the u The Church 
ofJesus Christ of Latter-day Saints”. ^ 


1839 

January 29 th (Tuesday). Far West , Missouri .* William Felshaw became a member of a 
committee to assist the poor in leaving Missouri (also refer to April 14 th of this same 
year). President Brigham Young selected eighty subscribers to the covenant during the 
first day, and three hundred the second day. [19a ^ [29][41J [54] [64 ^ 

March 14 th (Thursday). ( Likely in Rensselaer County, New York ). William's youngest 
brother, Milton Barnard Felshaw , married his first wife, Lucinda Carpenter. [3] [22] 
Parents of Miss Carpenter were William Carpenter and Sarah Baker. 

April 14 th (Sunday). Tinnev Grove, Ray County. Missouri . “The committee for the 
removal of the Saints from Missouri moved 36 families into Tenney's Grove, about twenty-five 
milesfrom Far West. ” [19a] William had become a member of this committee in January. 

William Felshaw and his household settled in Commerce, Illinois (later, in 1840, 
renamed “Nauvoo”) and were, at that early time, members of the LDS 2 nd WardS [19a ^ 

[66] [67] 


May 1 st (Wednesday). Commerce, Hancock County, Illinois . ( The first .purchase of land 
for the Church at Commerce , III., was made by Joseph Smith, junand others of the committee. ” 

[19a] 


June. Commerce, Hancock County, Illinois . “The first house erected by the Saints in 
Commerce was raised by Theodore Turley . ”t 19a l 

October 5 th (Saturday) . Commerce, Hancock County, Illinois . A General Conference of 
the church was held. [19a ^ 

December 28 th (Saturday). Commerce, Hancock County, Illinois . Anna Mary 
Felshaw became the eighth child (fourth daughter) of William ScMary Harriet Felshaw. 

[19] [22] [104] 


* Far West was founded shortly before the creation of Caldwell County and is located 5.5 miles west of what is now 
Kingston, Missouri. [62][63] 

t Other records indicate that William dwelled within the boundaries of Ward 4. Both are likely correct. William and his 
family had temporary housing when they first moved to Nauvoo and, at that time, lived within Ward 2. It is recorded 
that William purchased land in Nauvoo, and it would be reasonable to deduce that, as the family moved to the purchased 
land, the ward in which they dwelled also changed. 










1840 


Hancock County, Illinois . During this year, the William Felshaw household was 
recorded in the 1840 United States Federal Census. [55] An image of the page from this 
census, relevant to William Felshaw , is included in Appendix F. Information from that 
census which is pertinent to the William Felshaw household is summarized below: 

Name: Wm Felshaw 

Home in 1840 (City, County, State): Hancock, Illinois 

Free White Persons - Males - Under 5: 1 

Free White Persons - Males - 40 thru 49: 1 

Free White Persons - Females - Under 5: 1 

Free White Persons - Females - 5 thru 9: 1 

Free White Persons - Females - 30 thru 39: 1 

Persons Employed in Agriculture: 1 

Persons Employed in Eearned Professional Engineers: 2 

Free White Persons - Under 20:3 

Free White Persons - 20 thru 49:2 

Total Free White Persons: 5 

Total All Persons - Free White, Free Colored, Slaves: 5 

February 3 rd (Monday). William became forty years old. 


April 6 th (Monday). Nauvoo (formerly ‘Commerce’). Hancock County. Illinois . “A. 
general conference of the Church was commenced at Nauvoo, III. It continued three days. ” It 
was during this conference that Joseph Smith, Jr. renamed the town to “Nauvoo”. |19a) 

September 14 th (Monday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . At the age of six years, 
William & Mary Harriet’ s son, William Alma Felshaw, died on this day. [1041 


December 16 th (Wednesday) . Springfield. Sangamon County. Illinois . “The charter for 
the incorporation of Nauvoo, granted by the State legislature, was signed by Governor 
Thomas Carlin, but not to take effect until the first of February following. ” [19al 


1841 

February 24 th (Wednesday). At the age of twenty-seven years, Lucinda Carpenter 
Felshaw, the first wife of William’s youngest brother, Milton Barnard Felshaw, died. At 
some point after this (about 1844), Milton married again, to Cynthia Hodgman. 131 

March 1 st (Monday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . ‘The city council divided the 
city of Nauvoo into four wards. An ordinance was passed, giving free toleration and equal 
privileges in the city to all religious sects and denominations. ” [19al 







April 6 th -11 th (Tuesday ~ Sunday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . “A general 
conference of the Church was commenced at Nauvoo, and the corner stones of the Nauvoo Temple 
were laid. The conference was continued till the 11th. ”i 19a l 

Records of the conference held during these dates show that William Felshaw was 
sustained as a Counselor to the “Twelve” (or “Traveling High Council”). 11711691 |7n| 

William began work on the Nauvoo Temple and was appointed “Tithing Foreman for temple 
construction. As Tithing Foreman, William was responsible to make the work assignments and 
teach the skills needed. ” ' 3 1 > 14 1 > 16 1 > 17 I I 19 i l 20 ' > 22 1 > 33 1 > 37 I I 38 ' > 68 1 

“After the city was divided into wards, the males of the ward spent every tenth day laboring on 
the temple. As the work load of theforeman and assistantforeman increased, William Felshaw 
was asked to coordinate all such tithing labor. ” [S?1 

“William’s Nauvoo land included 100 acres in section 5 ofT6R8 and within the village the 
northwest corner of lot 2 in block 119.” 131 (see Appendix G and Appendix FT). 

“Fife seemed normal for a while in Nauvoo. The Nauvoo Journal Volume 1-1 lists the 
participants of the common school kept by Susannah White at Township six north, range nine 
west, city of Nauvoo to include Julia andJohn Felshaw along with such others as Joseph Young? 
Brigham Young and Heber Kimball. ” [17] 

7 "William’s son], John, was carried through the Temple many times by the Prophet, during its 
[construction], when he was carrying lunch to his father. ” [39] [431 

April 7 th - 11 th (Wednesday ~ Sunday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . The 
doctrine of baptism for the dead was the topic of discourse at the April Conference. An 
excerpt taken from the minutes of that conference explains: [591 

‘Pres’t. Rigdon delivered a di[s]course to the conference on the subject] of “Baptism for 
the dead” which w[as] set forth in a manner new and interesting, and with an eloquence 
peculiar [to] the speaker, which was listened to w[ith] intense interest by the assembly. 
Gen. Bennett made some very ap[pro]priate observations in continuation [of] the subject. 
Pres’t. Smith likewisefollowed on the same subject, threw considerable light on the doctrine 
which had been investigated. ” 

“... it was frequently a topic of addresses of the Brethren, and baptisms for the dead were 
performed in the nearby Mississippi River... ” [601 




May. Mississippi River, Nauvoo. Hancock County, Illinois . William and Mary Harriet 
Felshaw were baptized for the dead in the Mississippi River. These were among the first 
baptisms for the dead performed by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. A 
record of the time (see below image) presents the names of those for whom William 
and Mary Harriet Felshaw were baptized at that time. An extracted summary is also 
included, on the page following. [71] 
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Record of Baptisms for the Dead Performed During May 1841 By 
William and Mary Harriet Felshaw in the Mississippi River at Nauvoo, Illinois 





















Extracted summary taken from the illustration on the page previous (spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation are retained from the source): 

“May 1841 baptisms for the dead 
Wm. Felshawfor John Felshaw his uncle 
Wm. Fellshawfor Samuel Felshaiv his uncle 
Wm. F. for Daniel Felshaw his uncle 
Wm. F. for his Mother's Father 
Wm F. for his Mother's Mother 
Wm F. for his Cousin Roxy Felshaiv 
Wm F. for his Cousin Lusindy Felshaiv 
Wm F. for his Cousin Gardner Felshaiv 

Mary H. Felshaiv for her Father Josiah Gilbert 
Maty H F for her sister Rachel Danforth 
Mary H F. for her Grandfather Josiah Gilbert 
Maty H F for her Grand Mother Rachel Gilbert 
Mary H Ffor her Grand Father Joseph Hide 
May H F for her Grand Mother May Persons 
May H Ffor her Cosin Many Gilbert” 


October 15 th (Friday). William Felshaw, and others were given permission by the 
Masonic Order, through Abraham Jonas, G. M. G. L. of Illinois, to congregate in the city of 
Nauvoo. A transcription of the dispensation follows: 

“Start of Record 

RECORD OF NAUVOO LODGE UNDER DISPENSATION 
Copy of Dispensation. 

‘To all who shall see these presents - 

Whereas it appears to me, from the petition of sundy Brethren of 
Hancock County, in the State of Illinois, ivho are recommended and vouched 
to me, as worthy and fit Master Masons, by the Master, Wardens, and 
Brethren of Columbus Lodge, No. 6, held at Columbus in said State, that the 
congregating of said petitioners, and others, who they may think proper to 
admit into their lodge (when organised) will tend to promote the welfare and 
usefulness of the craft - and 

Whereas lodges of masons in the recess of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of Illinois can be formed under itsjurisdiction by special dispensation only - 

Wherefore, I, Abraham Jonas, Grand Master of the said Grand Lodge of 



Illinois, do hereby, as Right Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
aforesaid, and according to the Gonstitution of Ancient York Masons, Grant 
this dispensation hereby authorising and empowering our trusty and well 
beloved brother, George Miller, of said County of Hancock, to congregate a 
sufficient number of worthy brethren at some convenient place in the 'City 
ofNauvoo, in said County of Hancock, and then and there, with convenient 
dispatch to form and open a lodge after the manner of Ancient Masons, - 
and in pursuance of the petition aforesaid, I do hereby appoint our said 
brother, George Miller, Esq., the first Master,-John D. Parker to be the first 
Senior Warden, - and Eucius N. Scovil to be the first Junior Warden of the 
Hodge of Masons aforesaid, and to be opened and held at the said 'City of 
Nauvoo' as aforesaid, and to be known by the name ofNauvoo Hodge under 
dispensation- and I do further authorise the said Master, Wardens, and such 
brethren as they may admit as members of said lodge, and their said lodge, 
when duly formed and opened, to enter, pass, and raise to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason, all such as may be, by all the members of said lodge, 
deemed worthy, according to ancient custom, and not otherwise, with the 
intent and view that the brethren who may be so congregated, entered, 
passed, and raised may in due time, be duly warranted for being and holding a 
regular lodge, for the furtherpromoting the Craft and increasing the number 
of Worthy brethren -Provided, however, that this Dispensation do continue 
and be in force, until the next annual session (1st Monday in October 5842) 
of the Grand Hodge aforesaid, and no longer. 

Given under my hand andprivate seal, at Columbus, in the State of Illinois, 
on this 15th day of October, A. H. 5841, andA.D. 1841. 

Signed Abraham Jonas, (Seal) 

G. M.G. H of Illinois.’ 


A true copy. 
John C. Bennett, 
Secretary. ” [11] 



December 30 th (Thursday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . The Nauvoo Lodge of 
Masons met. Minutes of that meeting are provided below and continuing onto the 
subsequent page: 

“George Miller, Esq., Master of Nauvoo Eodge under Dispensation, 
congregated the following brethren at the office of brother Hyrum Smith; to wit: George 
Miller, ELyrum Smith, William Vanansdall, Joshua Smith, N. K. 

Whitney, William Eelshaw, Austin Cowles, E. N. Scovil, Charles Allen, John 
Smith, lyman Eeonard, Hiram Clark, Samuel Rolfe, David Pettegrew, 

Christopher Williams, John Patten, John C. Bennett, and Heber C. Kimball. 

The dispensation from Grand Master Jonas, dated 15 th Oct. 5841, <& 

1841, was accepted. Brother Hyrum Smith was elected Senior Warden pro tempore; 
John C. Bennett, Secretary; N. K. Whitney, Treasurer; Charles 
Allen, Senior Deacon; Heber C. Kimball, Junior Decon; William Eelshaw, & 
Hiram Clark, Stewards; and Samuel Kolfe, Tyler. 

John C. Bennett, H. C. Kimball, <& George Miller, were appointed a 
committee to draft, & report a code of by-laws for the government of this lodge. The 
lodge, which was not opened in due form, then adjourned to meet again on the 30th 
Inst., at 6 o'clock, P.M., at the same place. 

John C. Bennett, 

Secretary ” 1721 

Bylaws for the Nauvoo Lodge were signed by over 270 individuals. Sixth to sign was 
William Felshaw.* Other notable signatures include Hyrum Smith, N. K. Whitney, Heber 
C. Kimball, Joseph Smith [Jr.], Sidney Rigdon, William Clayton, Hiram Kimball, Brigham 
Young, Amasa Lyman, Samuel H. Smith, Charles Shumway, Wiford Woodruff, Ezra T. Benson, 
George A. Smith, and Parley P. Pratt. 1 72 1 

William Felshaw was named a “Steward” of the Nauvoo Lodge. ' ^ 72 ^ ' 7+ ' 



* A photograph of William’s Masonic apron is located in Appendix I. 

Typical duties of a Steward might include filling the role of Deacon in their absence, assisting in conducting candidates 
around the temple, supervising and planning of catering and refreshments. 




1842 


January 3 rd (Monday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . The Nauvoo Lodge of Masons 
met. Among those present were Hyrum Smith, Heber C. Kimball, and William Felshaw. A 
small extract of those minutes also delineates William Felshaw as having previously 
participated as a Mason in New York: 

“The following members then reported themselves to hail from the lodges appended to 
their names, respectively; to wit; N. K. Whitney, Meridian Orb, No. 10, 0.; Wm. 
Felshaw, Hooyack [sic], N.Y.; * DavidPettegrew, 

Nova Cesarea Harmony, No. 2, 0.; Daniel S. Miles, Morning Dawn, Vt.; 
Heyekiah Peck, Friendship, No. 173, N. Y. ” [11] 

January 6 th — May 6 th . Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . The Nauvoo Lodge of 
Masons met frequently during this period. Among those present at those meetings 
were: Joseph Smith [Jr.], Hyrum Smith, Heber C. Kimball, William Felshaw, Brigham Young, 
Newell K. Whitney, Wilford Woodruff, Sidney Rigdon, Hiram Kimball, William Clayton, E. 
Benson, B. Covey, Charles Shumway, George A. Smith, George W. Robinson. I 72 ] I 73 ] 

March 17 th (Thursday). “In his capacity as a prophet, Joseph Smith organized the Relief 
Society: ’Mism^nve] 

April 14 th (Thursday). Mary Harriet Felshaw was received as a member of the Relitf 
Society. [7SI “Maty Harriet Gilbert was one of the first workers in the first organisation of the 
Relief Society. ” [29] 

May 8 th (Sunday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Lucy Rachel Felshaw was bom 
and became William & Mary Harriet Felshaw’ s ninth child (fifth daughter). |3) [191 [76al [1041 



Lucy Rachel Felshaw 

(Family photo; Likely in Utah during or after 1867) 


* The correct spelling is “Hoosick”, a town within Rensselaer County, New York. 







June 9 th (Thursday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . In a meeting of the Relief 
Society, Mrs. Felshaw [Mary Harriet Gilbert Felshaw] donated one-dollar.* * 1771 


July 15 th (Friday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William discovered, on a road, 
a letter which had been written by Orson Pratt. A description of the surrounding 
circumstances and content from the letter follows: 

“The accompanying letter was [written] by Orson Pratt in the Printing office in [the] 
presence of Geo. W. Thatcher on the evening of July 14 th , 1842 andfound in the road 
in Munson St a little east of H. C. Kimball’s on the following morning—by Wm. 
Felshaw. 

T am a ruined man! My future prospects are blasted! The testimony upon both sides 
seems to be equal: The one in direct contradiction to the other—how to decide I know 
not neither does it matter for let it be either way my temporal happiness is gone in this 
world if the testimonies of my wife and others are true then I have been deceived for 
twelve years past—my hopes are blasted and gone as it were in a moment—my long 
toils and labors have been in vain. If on the other hand the other testimonies are true 
then my family are ruinedforever. Where then is my hope in this world11t is gone — 
gone not to be recovered!! Oh God, why is it thus with me! My sorrows are greater than 
I can bear! Where I am henceforth it matters not. ” f 

October 22 nd (Saturday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William Felshaw sat pro 
tempore on the church’s High Council. ' 79 ^ 


1843 

June 23 rd (Friday). Carthage. Hancock County. Illinois . ‘Joseph Smith was arrested and 
brutally treated. ” [19al 

“Brother Felshaw was often called to act as bodyguardfor the Prophet Joseph Smith. ” [1] 

“[William] was one of Joseph Smith, the Prophet’s bodyguards when he was taken to Carthage 
Jailfor the first time.” * [291 


* Equivalent to approximately $30.00 in 2018 (per “CPI Inflation Calculator” at https://www.officialdata.org/1842- 
dollars-in-2018?amount=l; Accessed on August 26 th , 2018). 

t This was in prelude to Orson’s excommunication and subsequent re-baptism. 

* This was during the time when Joseph Smith, Jr. went voluntarily to Carthage Jail , several days before his assassination. 







July 28 th (Friday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William married his second 
wife (1 st plural wife), Charlotte Walters.* Charlotte was a convert from England, born 
November 28 th , 1826, in Gloucestershire. I'l [3] [n] [ 2 i] [ 22 ] [79a] [i04] p aren ^ s Q f ,[,/ j ss Walters 
were John Thomas Walters and Mary Berrow. 


“At the time William Felshaw married into plural marriage the JLdmunds-Tucker Law] 
prohibiting polygamy or plural marriage had not been passed by Congress. ” [22] 

“The only known sources for his plural marriage to Charlotte Walters (born 1824) on July 
28, 1843, are his family genealogical records (www.familysearch.org) and Susan Slack's 
Membership of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, s.v. "Felshaw, William." In 
apparent corroboration of his and Walters's marriage, however, Charlotte gave birth to their 
first daughter, Katherine, on January 25, 1845, suggesting that conception occurred in May 
1844; and when Charlotte was endowed in the Nauvoo Temple on February 3, 1846, she was 
identified explicitly as "Charlotte Felshaw"—both of which imply an early marriage to 
Felshaw. 


It’s interesting that William Felshaw has been listed as one of the ‘Known Plural 
Husbands Not Initiated in the Anointed Quorum During Joseph Smith's Lifetime”, t 81 ] 
However, William has also been listed as one of “Joseph Smith's Inner Circle of 
Nauvoo Polygamists [821 

August 15 th (Friday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William Felshaw donated 
“sundries” to the Relief Society for the poor. [83) 

“At times, William Felshaw stood guard in Joseph Smith’s Militia during the process of the 
building of the temple. 1291 

November 28 th (Tuesday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Both William and 
Mary Harriet Felshaw signed the LDS Redress Petition to the U.S. Congress. At that time 
they were recorded as dwelling in Ward 2. [841 



Charlotte later obtained a church divorce from William and, at some point after, she married Isaac Chase. 






1844 


January 15 th (Monday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . At the age of 
seventy-four years, William’s father, Lemuel Elisha Felshaw, died. I?l 



Marker for the Grave of Lemuel Elisha Felshaw (November 12 th , 1769 ~ January 15 th , 1844) 

(Carpenter Cemetery, Vittstown, Rensselaer County, New York; Felshaw family photo) 


February 18 th (Sunday ). N auvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Martin H. Peck was 
ordained a High Priest by William Felshaw: 


1, Martin H. Peck, son of Ebeneyer Peck and Nancy (Horton) who was the son of 
Phillip Peck and Puth Williams, who was the son of Ebeneyer Peck and Sarah () 
was born in Kehoboth, Bristol County, Massachusetts, May 27, 1806, baptised in 
Danville, Vermont by Lyman A. Johnson, 1833... I was ordained a high priest 
February 18, 1844, under the hands of William Snow and William Felshaw. ” [861 






April 5 th ( Friday ) . Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . ‘TheMasonic Temple, which had 
been erected at Nauvoo, was dedicated. About five hundred and fifty members of the Masonic 
fraternity from various parts of the world were present. ” [19al William Felshaw was one of the 

individuals who helped to buil it (see entry for December of this same year). 



The Nauvoo Concert Hall and Masonic Lodge 

(Image used with permission provided by “Mormon Historic Sites Foundation”; 2012) 


“The hall served as the principal meeting location for the Nauvoo Masonic Todge, although it was used 
for many additional purposes, including theatrical productions, funerals, and church meetings; it also 
served as a police office and the headquarters of the Nauvoo Legion. In all, the hall had at least 26 
different uses while the Saints were in Nauvoo. ” [9?1 

April 15 th (Monday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William Felshaw was selected, 
along with other Elders, as a missionary to serve in New York. ' 85 ' v ' l 88 ' l 89 ' 

During this time in Nauvoo, mobs grew aggressive: “Once, while living in Nauvoo, Julia 
and her little brother John were lowered into the well in buckets to keep them in hiding from 
the mobs as the mobs wentfrom place to place burning crops and homes and beating and killing 
the people .”* [28] 


* John would have been about seven or eight years of age during this time. Julia would have been about twelve. 












June 24 th ( Monday ) Nauvoo and Carthage. Hancock County. Illinois . “Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith, accompanied by seventeen friends, started for Carthage, to submit to another 
trial, under pledge of protection from Gov. Thos. Ford. On the way they received a demand 
from the governor to surrender the State arms in possession of the Nauvoo Fegion ; Joseph 
returned and complied with the request, and then proceeded to Carthage. ” [19al 

June 27 th (Thursday). Carthage. Hancock County. Illinois . Joseph Smith, Jr. and his 
brother, Hyrum Smith, were killed by an armed mob. 11,1 |l ' n| 

‘Julia turned twelve years old this day and was having a birthday party with friends when word 
of the prophet's death was received in Nauvoo. Julia and her parents were members of the 
Nauvoo 4th Ward. The prophet Joseph and many of the church authorities were members of 
this ward. Knowing and loving them made their deaths all the more difficultfor Julia and her 
family. ” [28] 

Brigham Young began leadership of the church as President of the Twelve Apostles. 1911 

September 25 th (Sunday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . As clerk of the High 
Priests Quorum, William recorded: l 92 H 93 l 


“Nauvoo, Sept. 15, 1844. 

At a meeting of the Quorum of High Priests, SamuelJames ofTaHarp, and Geo. W. 
Crouse of Nauvoo, for unchristian conduct, were cut off from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Tatter-day Saints, by the voice of said Quorum, and ordered to be published in the 
Times and Seasons, and Neighbor. 

GEORGE M IL IE R, President. 
WM. FEESHAW, Clerk of Quorum.” 

October. Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois. Temple construction worker records 
confirm that William’s work on the Nauvoo Temple continued from this month, through 
April 23 rd , 1846; just one week before its private dedication. |9+l (l M| 

October 8 th (Tuesday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William Telshaw became a 
missionary, selected by Brigham Young : 1951 

"President Brigham Young then appeared and proceeded to select men from the high priests' 
quorum, to go abroad in all the congressional districts of the United States, to preside over 
the branches of the church, as follows: 

David Evans ... Noah Packard, lVm. Felshaw ... Daniel Gam" 







December. Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Having helped construct the Nauvoo 
Concert Hall, a bill for work done by William Felshaw was prepared (from the Register of 
the Newel Kimball Whitney Papers ): 

“Bill of work on the Concert Hall, ... December 1844, by M. Romney, Jabe% Durphy, 
Daniel Avery, Hugh Riding A. Harper, William Gray, William Felshaw, S. Gidlly (?), 
G.H.C. Gibbs, S. Hongstroth, T.O. Angell, and William F. Cahoon." 

December 16 th (Monday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . The Twelve and Trustees 
held a council to talk on the propriety of employing a suitable number of carpenters to 
prepare the timber work for the temple. William Felshaw was the second mentioned in 
this record and was made foreman over tithing donations for the labor. The carpenters 
began working from a shop which had been set up within the temple. ' 70 ' l 98 ! 

The exact date of the event described below is currently unknown, but it may be 
ascertained that it did occur while the family was living in Nauvoo. During that time, 
the Felshaw family shared living quarters with another family. An excerpt conveying 
this event was written in a letter, dated February 21, 1933, written by Susanna 
Felshaw Ashby (daughter of William ScMary Harriet Felshaw ) to her granddaughter, 
Relia Shaw Larsen, follows: 

“Mother was busy at the fireplace, fixing some broth or something for father, when she 
heard him talking. She thought ‘oh dear, I must hurry; his fever* must be coming up. ’ 
Then he called her and asked her to call the brother in the other room to come and 
administer to him. He said there had been a personage standing at the foot of his bed. 
He appeared to be a fine gentleman, wearing a fine black dress suit. Another personage 
came and sat down by the side of him — close up in front of his bed. The personage said 
he was Moroni and the man at thefoot of the bed was the Devil or Satan. The personage 
talked to father a lot about good and evil spirits and how to distinguish them. He told 
him to have the Brother who lived in the adjoining room to come and rebuke the evil 
from the premises. Mother called to the man and his wife. They knelt down andprayed 
around, each one separately, then the man led in prayer. Father had said to be sure and 
rebuke the evil one from the house and premises, but when the brotherprayed, he said, 
‘I rebuke you from this room. ’ So the evil one just slipped into their room. It was a 
warehouse with just an opening between the rooms, the back a place for storing away 
things. Our folks lived in the front with the only outside door. Only an old canvas or 
quilt hung up at the opening. The lady from the other room said while they were having 
prayer, she saw the devil go behind that curtain. He gritted his teeth at her. They stayed 
and talked with father and mother a while, then went to their room. As soon as the 


Among many others, William Felshaw was stricken with malaria which had sieged the community. 





lady retired, the evil spirit entered her body. She was determined to go throw herself in 
the river. Her husband slipped through the darkness into the front of the house and 
locked the door. She said, ‘oh,you think you’re doing something;you locked that door 
andput the key in yourpocket. ’ She raved and took on terribly, saying she was Hucifer, 
Son of the Morning. Father said to her husband. ‘You only rebuked him from the 
room, so now go to work and rebuke him from the house and the premises. Mother and 
the man knelt down andprayed just as Father had said to do. The evil spirit came out 
and left; the woman became quiet and rested. ” [99] 


1845 

January. “During this month the legislature of Illinois repealed the city charter ofNauvoo. 

[19a] 


January 25 th (Saturday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Catherine Felshaw, the 
first child (and first daughter) of William ScCharlotte Felshaw was bom. 1 !| 1221 |99a| 



Catherine Felshaw 

(Family photo; Circa 1865; Likely in Utah) 


February 3 rd (Monday). Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois . William became forty-five 
years old. 




April 6 th - 7 th (Sunday ~~ Monday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Principal 
officers of the church, sanctioned at the April Conference: Bishop Newel K. Whitney was 
selected as president over the lesser or Aaronic Priesthood. Bishop Whitney had only one 
counselor, William Felshaw. 12911701 

May 3 rd (Saturday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Caroline Felshaw was born 
as the tenth child (sixth daughter) of William &^Mary Harriet Felshaw. [19) [22) [9%1 [1041 



Caroline Felshaw 

(Family photo; date and location are unknown) 


Regarding life in Nauvoo, surrounding this time: “Mary would take nice fresh hot cakes 
from a frying pan and giving them to her oldest daughter ; Julia, sent her to her father at the 
Temple. On the way Julia stopped at the spring and in her little bucket got a nice cool drink 
for her father. At times William stood guard in Joseph Smith’s Militia during the process of 
the building of the Temple. During this time Mary lay ill at the birth of one of her children. * 
Perhaps it was because of the gallant five year old Julia that the family faired so nicely. She 
would go with her father enroute to the Temple when he was standing guard. As they walked 
through the thicket, her father killed quail. Julia returned with the birds, cleaning and cooking 
them, thus, preparing a delicious dinner for her mother. ” 1361 

December. Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . “Before the temple was complete, 
ordinances were performed beginning in December 1845 in preparation for the saints to once 
again [lose] their land and the long trials ahead. ” 1171 


At that time, Mary Harriet had just given birth to Caroline. 






December 12 th (Friday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William & Mary 
Harriet Felshaw received their endowments at the Nauvoo Temple. |lh| 11 [33] 111101 
Appendix K contains a list of church ordinances, relevant to the William Felshaw 
families, which are known to have been performed during William Felshaw’ s lifetime. 

“Great-grandmother [Mary Harriet] and great-grandfather [William] had their endowments in 
the Nauvoo Temple, after which Great-grandmother [Mary Harriet] worked diligently at the 
Temple helping others through. ” P 6 1 

Norton Jacob wrote: 

“Brother William Weeks come to me and said he wanted me to go home and prepare myself and 
wife and come to the temple at 12 o’clock a.m. ready to receive our endowments. We most joyfully 
complied with the request and at about 5 o’clockp.m. we were washed and anointed in the House 
of the Lord. It was the most interesting scene of all my life and one that afforded the most peace 
and joy that we had ever experienced since we were married, which has been over fifteen years. 
Brethren William Weeks, Truman O. [Angell], Charles C. Rich, George W. Harris, James 
Allred and William Felshaw were the first that received their endowments in this [Nauvoo Temple] 
House of the Ford, which took place on this day, the time before having been occupied in the 
washing and anointing those that had before received their endowments under the hand of Joseph 
Smith the prophet, which he conferred upon them one year ago last winter. After those six went in 
with their wives, Amos Fielding Noah Packard, Samuel Rolf, Aaron Johnson, William Snow, 
Willard Snow, Erastus Snow, Player and myself, with our wives, were called in and all passed 
through the endowment at the same time. ” [1011 


1846 

Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . As church members were driven out of Nauvoo, 

Illinois, “William Felshaw was one of the men who covenanted to labor on the Temple until the 
lower rooms were finished, even if they had to live on bread and water. ” [X1] 1221 [99] 

January 16 th (Friday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William 8^ Mary Harriet 
Felshaw were sealed to each other as husband and wife in the Nauvoo Temple. John 
Taylor officiated. I 16 !! 21 ) 

January 27 th (Tuesday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . William Felshaw 
received his second anointing in the Nauvoo Temple with Mary Harriet. Isaac Morley 
officiated. I 21 " 80 ! 






January 29 th (Thursday). Nauvoo. Hancock County, Illinois . William Felshaw was 
sealed, in the Nauvoo Temple , to his third wife (2 nd plural wife), Elizabeth Cheney. 
Heber Chase Kimball officiated. William and Elizabeth did not have any children together. 

[3] [21] 


February 3 rd (Tuesday). Nauvoo. Hancock County, Illinois . Charlotte Felshaw and 
Julia Felshaw both received their endowments at the Nauvoo Temple on this day. [1001 

February 7 th (Saturday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . Charlotte Felshaw and 
William Felshaw were sealed, in the Nauvoo Temple. Charlotte was William's second 
wife (1 st plural wife). Heber Chase Kimball officiated. 

February 18 th (Wednesday). In his diary, Samuel W. Richards states: 

(( Made a strike with the temple hands , because of the want of Provisions and clothing, 
as many were suffering went out a while with Wm Felshaw, Hunting T. 0. [Angell], 
the architect of the temple immediately visited the Trustees to lay before them the wants 
of the temple hands, and upon the pledge of their word, that all should be done in their 
power, to relieve the wants of the hands they again resumed their labours on thefollowing 
morning ” [102] 

February 21 st (Saturday). Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois . Twelve Elders met in the 
Nauvoo Temple for prayer, William Felshaw was the mouth. [41 ^ 

March 12 th (Thursday). Nauvoo, Hancock, Illinois . Twenty-eight Elders met for prayer 
in the Nauvoo Temple. Elder William Felshaw and Addison Everett prayed. [41 ^ 

April 30 th (Thursday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . “Due to mob action and 
growing civil unrest, the Nauvoo Temple was privately dedicated by Joseph Young, President of 
the First Quorum of Seventy... The temple was officially dedicated by Apostles Orson Hyde 
and Wilford Woodruff on May 1 st , 1846.”™ 









May 1 st (Friday). Nauvoo. Hancock County. Illinois . The Nauvoo Temple was officially 
dedicated by Orson Hyde. 11 119al This noteworthy occasion was recorded by Mary 
Winters, a companion of William’s daughter , Julia, during the event: 

“I was at the great meeting when the { transfiguration } mantle of Brother Joseph rested 
upon Brigham Young until his whole being seemed changed and his voice was like that 
of the Prophet. The people around me, rising to their feet to get a better chance to hear 
and see, I and my little companion of the day, Julia Telshaw, being small of stature, 
stood upon the benches that we, too might behold the wonderful transformation, and I 
know thatfrom that time on the power of that change remained with Brother Brigham 
Young as long as he lived on earth. ” 117111031 [103al 



The Nauvoo Temple during the mid-1840s 

(Nauvoo, Illinois; Free use image) 


May 19 th (Tuesday). President Brigham Young received a letter from William Felshaw 
soliciting aid to help him move out of Nauvoo. [41 ^ 









May. Nauvoo. Hancock County, Illinois; Cutler's Park (in the area now known as 

Nebraska) . It is recorded that William Felshaw and his families moved, during this 
month, to Winter Quarters (a few miles north of what is now known as Council Bluffs, 
Iowa). [22] However, Winter Quarters was not established until September 11 th . [19a] It 
is also recorded that, in August, the Felshaw families were crossing over the river to 
get to Winter Quarters. Indeed, William’s journal explains that William was scouting 
areas of Iowa prior to Winter Quarters having been established. The author is of the 
opinion that the move of the William Felshaw families did not occur until August. 

May 15 th ~ July 7 th . Illinois and Iowa . It was within this period that William Felshaw 
wrote the only journal of his that is known. In addition to a log of births, marriages, 
and deaths of the Felshaw family, the journal contains a single page narrative of his 
travels, included below, with corrections (an image of this page from his journal is 
located in Appendix L): 

“A. journal of the travels of William Felshawfrom Nauvoo westward. I left the city on 
[the] 15 th of May 1846, and crossed the river, and pitched my tent. On the 17th I 
crossed back in pursuit of oxen, without success. On the 24 [th] I crossed again in 
pursuit of oxen without success. I continued crossing and re-crossing till the 23[rd] of 
June. I then started and camped near Charleston that night. I then traveled on as far 
as BonaparteJ where I lost a cow and stayed till the Fourth of July. I then crossed the 
Des Moines [River] [and] camped four miles west of that river on the prairie, where I 
remained till the 7th. ” [1041 

August 14 th (Friday). Near Cutler's Park , Nebraska . President Brigham Young counseled 
several families who had just arrived from Nauvoo ( William Felshaw’s being among 
them), to cross their families over the river and move them into camp. 

August. Winter Quarters , Pottawattamie County, Iowa .^ Mary Haskin Parker Richards , 
who lived at Mosquito Creek , recorded in her journal that she visited with the William 
Felshaw family. [105 ^ 

September 11 th (Friday). Along the bank of the Missouri River, Pottawattamie 
County, Iowa . “A. site for building winter quarters for the Saints ivas selected on the west 
bank of the Missouri river. Teams began to return to Nauvoo after the poor. ” [19a] 


* Charleston, Iowa lies approximately eight miles Northwest of Nauvoo, Illinois. 

t Bonaparte, Iowa lies approximately twenty-four miles Northwest of Nauvoo, Illinois. 

* While the source indicates that the visit of Mary Haskin Parker Richards was at Winter Quarters , it is known that the site 
of Winter Quarters was not yet selected. It is most likely that the visit occurred at Cutler’s Park. Mosquito Creek lies, 
today, in the area now known as Saunders County, Nebraska. 










September 29 th (Tuesday). Winter Quarters . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . The church 
brethren were trying to locate a bridge across Turkey Creek for which they let 
contracts for building a mill... William Felshaw bid off the framing at $1.70 V 2 per square of 
ten feet and agreed to counter hew. ” 11061 

Meetings of the Masonic “Mormon Lodges” continued within Iowa. 11071 

December 31 st (Thursday). Winter Quarters , Pottawattamie County. Iowa . The William 
Felshaw family was recorded as residing within the Winter Quarters 21 st Ward. 11081 

“WinterQuarters, afterwards known as Florence, Nebraska, consisted at this time of 538 
log houses and 83 sod houses, inhabited by 3,483 souls, of whom 334 were sick and 75 were 
widows. There were 814 wagons, 145 horses, 29 mules, 388yoke of oxen and 463 cows. 

The place was 'divided in 22 Wards, each presided over by a Bishop. The Ward on the east 
side of the river contained 210 souls. The Saints on the banks of the Missouri river made 
great exertions to provide themselves with shelter and food for the winter. Notwithstanding 
this, there was much privation and suffering among them. ” [19al 


1847 

February 1 st (Monday). Winter Quarters . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . William & 
Mary Harriet Felshaw had been married for twenty years. 

March 2 nd (Tuesday). Winter Quarters . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . Polly (Mary 
Amanda) Felshaw was born to Charlotte and William. Tolly was the fourth child (third 
daughter) of William and Charlotte, t 22 ] [ 108 a] 

Spring. Winter Quarters . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . The Patriarchal Order was 
further developed and began to be put into practice. William Felshaw was among those 
who joined the covenant of the Patriarchal Order. 11091 

December 27 th (Monday). Brigham Young became officially recognized as the President 
of The Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 1911 








1848 


January 16 th (Sunday). Winter Quarters . Pottawattamie County, Iowa . At the age of 
eight years, William Senary Harriet's daughter, Anna Mary Felshaw , died of “Winter 
Fever ”* [3] [19] [22] [36] [104] [108] [110] 



Anna M. Felshaw Listed on the Winter Quarters Memorial 

(Public use photo taken by Shah Hanson Frey) 


January 16 th - 20 th (Sunday ~ Thursday). Pottawattamie Lands . Iowa . The Saints had 
built a log tabernacle, in which a meeting and celebration were held for five days (16th, 
17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th of January). A petition to the Legislature was formulated and 
read, to be presented to the Post Master General, for a Post Office to be built near the log 
tabernacle, with semi-weekly mail service from Austin, Missouri. Signatures of both 
William Felshaw and his son, John Felshaw may be found on the petition. 1111 

In order to support his family, William obtained employment as a bridge builder in 
Iowa. I3][191[22] 1361 

Spring. Winter Quarters ; Gal land’s Grove . Pottawattamie County. Iowa. The William 
Felshaw family moved to Galland’s Grove (currently Grove Township, Shelby County, 
Iowa) . “They moved on to Gallons [sic] Grove. .. They were there two years. They raised two 
crops of corn. They crossed the Mississippi in a flat boat, one ox jumped off and swam ashore 
yoked to its mate. ” [3112211431 

In Benjamin F. Gue’s “History of Iowa from the Earliest Times to the Beginning of the Twentieth 
Century”, William was noted as being one of the earliest settlers: 

“Galland's Grove contained about a thousand acres of timber land and attracted about 
it many families. Among the earliest settlers were William Felshaw, Solomon and 
Joseph Hancock, Joseph Roberts, James M. Butler, Andrew Fouty Franklin Rudd, 
Mansel Wicks and John A. Mcintosh. The latter was a noted Mormon pioneer 
preacher .” [1121 


“Winter Fever” was, at that time, another name for pneumonia. 















First Church Erected in Shelby County; Built by the Latter-day Saints at Galland’s Grove 

(Image from “Vast and Present of Shelby County Iowa, vol. 1, by Edward S. White; 191S) 


June. Great Salt Lake Valley, Utah Territory . A plague of crickets infested the area: 

“Myriads of big crickets came down from the mountains into G. S. L. Valley, and began to 
sweep away fields of grain and corn . The grain, however ; was mostly saved by the arrival of 
immense flocks of seagulls , which devoured the crickets . ” [19a] 

November. Kirtland, Geauga County, Ohio . Mobs burned the Kirtland Temple , 
leaving only blackened walls. [22 ^ 



Ruins of the Nauvoo Temple 

(From “The Early History of Nauvoo”, circa 1883; Free Use Image) 




















November 2 nd (Thursday). GallandS Grove . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . William 8r_ 
Mary Harriet Felshaw’s eleventh child (seventh daughter), Hannah Olive Felshaw, was 
born. 11041 [104a] 



Hannah Olive Felshaw 

(Family photo; date and location are unknown) 


1850 

January 31 st (Thursday) . Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . Salt Lake 
County was formed. [112al 

February 3 rd (Sunday). William became fifty years old. 

May 27 th (Monday). Kirtland. Geauga County. Ohio . After having been earlier 
desecrated by a mob (approximately six months prior), a tornado leveled the walls of 
the Kirtland Temple. 1181 [19al 

August 30 th (Friday). Pottawattamie County. Iowa . William Felshaw was recorded in 
an agricultural survey. 11131 Appendix J contains copies of the relevant pages from that 
survey, which are summarized below, and continuing onto the following page: 

William Felshaw 

Improved Acres: 20 

Cash Value of Farm: 300 

Value of Farm Implements and Machinery: 70 

Milk Cows: 2 

Working Oxen: 4 

Other Cattle: 2 

Swine: 15 






Value of Livestock: 150 
Wheat (Bushels of: 15 
Indian Corn (Bushels of: 400 
Irish Potatoes (Bushel of: 1 
Butter (Pounds of: 75 
Value of Animals: 5 

September 9 th (Monday). Utah Territory . It was on this date that the Territory of 
Utah was formed. The newly founded territory encompassed all of the area currently 
known as the state of Utah, much of what is now the state of Nevada, western 
Colorado, and a portion of southwest Wyoming. [19al 

October 10 th (Thursday). GallandC Grove . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . Members of 
the William Felshaw families (households with Mary Harriet Gilbert and Charlotte 
Walters) were recorded in the 1850 United States Federal Census (District 21, 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa). Appendix M contains a copy of the relevant page of that 
census. Summary information relevant to the William Felshaw families is provided 
beginning below and continuing on the subsequent page: 111,1 

Name: William Felshaw 
Age: 50 

Gender.Male 

Occupation: CDS Clergyman 

Birth Place: New York 

Mary Harriet Gilbert Felshaw 
Age: 42 

Gender: Female 

Birth Place: New York 


John Felshaw 

Age: 13 

Gender: Male 

Birth Place: Ohio 

Attended school within the year: Yes 

Lucy Rachel Felshaw 

Age: 8 

Gender: Female 

Birth Place: Illinois 
Attended school within the year: Yes 




Caroline Felshaw 


Age: 

5 

Gender- 

Female 

Birth Place: 

Illinois 

[Hannah] Olive Felshaw 

Age: 

1 

Gender: 

Female 

Birth Place: 

Iowa 

Lorenzo Rudd 


Age: 

22 

Gender- 

Female 

Birth Place: 

Pennsylvania 

Married within 

the year: Yes 

Julia K. Rudd 


Age: 

18 

Gender: 

Female 

Birth Place: 

New York 

Married within 

the year: Yes 

Charlotte Walters [Felshaw] 

Age: 

22 

Gender: 

Female 

Birth Place: 

England 

Catherine [Felshaw] 


Age: 

5 

Gender: 

Female 

Birth Place: 

Illinois 

Attended school within theyec 

Polly [Felshaw] 


Age: 

2 

Gender: 

Female 

Birth Place: 

Nebraska 



October 30 th (Wednesday). Galland’s Grove . Pottawattamie County, Iowa . William Sc 
Mary Harriet’s daughter, Julia K. Felshaw , married Lorenzo Dow Rudd.* |l0+l 1221 Parents 
of Mr. Rudd were Erastus Rudd and Experience Wheeler. 


1851 

February 3 rd (Monday). GallandP Grove . Pottawattamie County. Iowa . On William’s 
fifty-first birthday, twin daughters, Sarah Felshaw and Susannah Felshaw, were 
born to William Ik Man Harriet Felshaw; their twelfth and thirteenth children (eighth 
and ninth daughters). ^ " 9 ' ' 22 > I 104 ) F l4a > I 114b l 



Susannah Felshaw 

(Family photo; circa 1869; location unknown) 


In a letter to her granddaughter ( Relia Shaw Ashby Larsen ) dated February 21 st , 
1933, Susanna Felshaw Ashby wrote: 

“I was the tiny one of the twins, thus was put down into the hoot and covered over with a large 
chip.I It was my sister Julia who did itjust for fun. Those days men did not wear the high 
cowboy boots like they do late years; the boots only came just to the calf of the leg. My sister 
tucked me in with all my clothes on. I only weighed three and one-half pounds; my sister 
weighedfour. She was always a little larger and fleshier than I. ” [991 


* While a later source [source 22] listed the marriage year as 1849, Willi am’s journal [source 104] provided the year as 
1850 and, because William’s would presumably be the more contemporary (and personal) account, the author chooses 
to use the information from Willi am’s journal. Both sources provide the same month and day. 
t The term “chip” refers to a dried formation of cattle dung, commonly known as a “cow chip”. 





Relia added: 


“Nevertheless, the mother of these tiny twins was forced to carry them across the plains 
on pillows. She watched and prayed over them and gave them the most tender, loving 
care. ” [99] 

Quoting again from the letter written by Susanna: 

“Mother had been up to do somethingfor us. On her way back to bed, she had to pass 
by the west window. It was winter and snowing heavily. There was about one and a half 
feet of snow. Heavy flakes were falling. In the midst of it all stood two candles burning 
brightly, just as if they were indoors out of the drafts. It seemed as if mother could not 
leave off watching them to see if they would go out. I don’t know, but I think that within 
her soul, she connected those lights with us twins. The candles burned on; finally one 
flickered out and the other burned on. She watched until nearly daylight; at last she 
went back to bed and left the one still burning. ” [99] 

Relia explained: 

“Having associated the twins with these candles, she feared because of their terrible 
illness, that one might die. However, finally, they grew healthy, or apparently so, but 
the poison from the diphtheria hadfollowed the windpipes down in the lungs. This was 
in the spring and late in the summer Grandmother’s twin contracted consumption, 
which finally in November took her away. 

Thus Great-grandmother concluded that the candles were a warning to her that one of 
the twins would be taken a way [sic] while the other would live on to accomplish much. 
She certainly has. She has raised a lovely family and is residing in Tos Angeles at the 
age of eighty-two. ” [99] 

May 1 st (Thursday). Kanesville. ("present day Council Bluffs) Pottawattamie County. 
Iowa . The John G. Smith Company departed. “It began itsjourney from the outfittingpost at 
Kanesville, Iowa (present day Council Bluffs). ” 120111151 





May 6 th (Tuesday). “The [Felshaw] family started across the plains to Salt Take in the 
\'Abraham Day Company. ’* [17] [191 [22] 

Felshaw family members in the Abraham Day Company (one of three sub-companies, fifty 
wagons each, within Captain John G. Smith’s Company );t l 115 ' 


“Name 

Age 

Birth Date 

Death Date 

Felshaw, Caroline 

5 

3 May 1845 

19 Feb. 1923 

Felshaw, Hannah Olive 

2 

2 Nov. 1848 

29 May 1872 

Felshaw, John 

14 

23 November 1836 

29 March 1920 

Felshaw, Huey Rachall 

9 

8 March 1842 

24 December 1915 

Felshaw, Mary Harriett 
Gilbert 

42 

23 June 1808 

26 Aug. 1871 

Felshaw, Sarah 

Infant 

3 February 1851 

18 November 1863 

Felshaw, Susannah 

Infant 

3 February 1851 

2 January 1941 

Felshaw, William 

51 

3 February 1800 

24 September 1867” 


“I remember the day we started. We were near the banks of the Missouri. I have always had a 
picture of that great muddy river as we crossed in a ferry boat. Tvery thing was ferried across. 
The great number of cattle, wagons, etc. I was nearly frightened to death. 

Before we crossed the river a great band of Pottawatomie Indians came to see us off. They shook 
hands and saidgoodby [sic] as we left the east bank. ” [U6] 

June 12 th (Thursday). North of Fort Kearney. Nebraska . “Captain [John GfSmith, with 
a company of Saints comprising of one hundred andfifty wagons, they metfifty miles above Fort 
Kearney; this company crossed the (Loupe Fork on Saturday the 12th June,- made but very 
little headway till then, in consequence of the bad roads, and their endeavoring to head some of 
the larger streams, which proved ineffectual. Mr. Smith's company were then, six weeks out 
from Kanesville. ” [1171 



* The John G. Smith Company consisted of three sub-companies. While some of the John G. Smith Company departed on 
May 1 st , it is also reasonable to acknowledge the later departure date (May 6 th ) of the Abraham Day Company , which was 
one of the sub-companies making up the John G. Smith Company , and of which the William Felshaw family were members. 
The author does not consider these dates to be contradictory but, rather, necessary within the logistics of that period 
for organizing the transport of the number of wagons, livestock, supplies, and humans involved. 

t Within this list, the absence of the names of William’s plural wives, Charlotte Walters , and Elizabeth Cheney , is 
noteworthy. It is possible that Charlotte elected to forego the journey at that time because of her pregnancy with Eleanor. 
The author has, however, been unable to locate additional information which would definitively explain the reason. 








The Crossing of Loup Fork 

(Image courtesy of The Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Non-commercial 


use license) 


July 26 th (Saturday). A description of the progress and route of the Abraham Day 
Company has been provided in a letter written by E. M. Greene: 

"KANES VTEEE, July 26, 1851. 


BE D. MACKINTOSH:- 

Thinking perhaps a little information from the first Company of emigrants , would be a treat 
to the friends abroad. I give you the following extractfrom a letter that I received last evening, 
from Sister E E Batten. Sister Batten left here about the first of May, in the first company 
of Mormon Emigrants , John G. Smith Captain, Eoswell Stevens , Captain of the first fifty; 
Abraham Day, Captain of the second fifty; and E. A. Shirtlijf Captain of the third fifty. 
Sister Batten says they traveled up the divide between the Missouri Eiver and the Horn, a 
distance of two hundred miles, it being a northerly direction, they then turned westward, traveled 
ten days, came to the Horn bridged and crossed, soon came to the Eoup Fork, which they 
forded, from thence they crossed sand hills by hundreds, creeks and sloughs, by bridging with 
grass and brush, after considerable travel in this way they concluded to divide the company; 
Captain E Stevens first fifty, continued westward; Capt's. Day and Shirtlijf second and 
third divisions, turned Southwest; and the California emigrants, seventeen wagons in company 
turned South, and after nine days travel, the second and third divisions came in with the 
California wagons, and on the 12 th of July, reached the Blatte Bottoms. 

The health of the company was improvedfrom what it was when they left here. There had been 
no sickness, no deaths, or accidents in the camps,-had lost only four head of cattle-had left no 
wagons, and lost no goods. She does not speak of having seen an Indian on the route. 

Eespec, fully Yours, 

E.M. GEEENE.” [U8] 





August 19 th (Tuesday). Near Laramie . Wyoming . A group of seven men reported that 
“Captain Smith and his company, were met on the 1st inst., four miles on the other side of 
Laramie .. 



Fort Laramie, Wyoming 

(Free use image; October 200S 


September 9 th (Tuesday). Salt Lake Valley, Utah Territory . The William Felshaw family 
“Arrived in the Salt l^ake Valley. ” * [3] [14] [16] [19] [20] [36] [38] [120] 

October 14 th (Tuesday). GallancTs Grove, Shelby County, Iowa . Eleanor Felshaw , 
the second child (second daughter), of William ScCharlotte Felshaw , was born.^ [104] [120a] 



Eleanor Felshaw 

(Family photo; date and location of the photo are unknown) 


* The timing of their arrival is noteworthy in light of their later departure. It seems that either the companies which departed 
earlier than they had delays along the way, or the Abraham Day Company were able to travel quicker than the other 
companies. If the latter was the case, then it is reasonable to assume that this was known before the companies departed, 
and may have been the reason for the later departure of the Abraham Day Company. It seems logical for assessment of the 
abilities of those involved to have been part of the planning of the journey, 
t The formation of Shelby County occurred just shordy before this time. 







October 29 th (Wednesday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . 

“Fillmore, Millard Co., Utah, which hadjust been settled by Anson Call and thirty families, 
was selectedfor the capital of the Territory. ” [19al 

December 25 th (Thursday). Salt Lake City. Utah Territory . William Felshaw and his 
family attended a Christmas festival which William helped to organize. Two reports of 
this event follow; the first from The Contributor: A Monthly Magazine, and the second 
from the Deseret News (a more lengthy and detailed outline of the festivities, and 
includes Brigham Young’s speech announcing intentions to build a temple in Salt Lake 
City): [i2i][i2 2 ] 


“On Dec. 25, 1851, a party met at the Carpenters’ Flail, which was fitted up for the 
occasion, on the grounds of the public works, to entertain the brethren working there, 
with their wives and families. The committee of arrangements attended punctually to 
receive those who had been invited, by printed cards, headed Christmas Festival, ’ with 
thefollowing motto: ‘By Truth we conquer; by Industry we thrive!’ One of these, enclosed 
in a beautifully embellished envelope, had been sent by the committee of arrangements to 
each of the public hands. The festival commenced at eleven a. m., when Bishop N. H. 
Felt offered up a prayer. Then the band struck up, and His Excelleny, Gov. Young 
the Hon. H. C. Kimball and other gentlemen led off the first dance. The following are 
the names of the committee of arrangements: Gov. Brigham Young Hon. Heber C. 
Kimball, Hon. Willard Richards, Capt. Edward Hunter, Gen. D. H. Wells, Capt. 
Truman O. Angell, William Clayton, Wilford Woodruff, Alonyo H. Rxileigh, 
Thomas Tanner, Miles Romney, Norton Jacobs, Wm. Felshaw, Wm. C. Staines, 
Edward Martin, Orson Pratt, Benj. F. Mitchell, John H. Raimel, Reynolds Cahoon, 
W. F. Cahoon, Edwin D. Woolley, George A. Smith, John Smith, Patriarch. 

The festivities lasted two days, to the great delight of those assembled. It was at this 
meeting that the subject of building a Temple in this city was brought before the people 
by the late President Young and speedy operations were determined on.” 



Salt Lake City in 18SO 

(Free use license image) 





For the Deseret News. 
Christmas Festival 

Carpenter's Flail. % 
G. S. L. City, Dec. 16, 1851 
At a meeting of the hands engaged on the 
Public Works, 

On motion of Thomas Fanner, Truman O. 
Angel was elected chairman, and Miles 
Romney clerk of the meeting. 

Resolved, that the public hands have a pic-nic 
party on Christmas day, in the carpenter’s 
hall. 

Resolved, that the superintendent, architect, 
and the foremen of the different departments 
of the public works, form the committee of 
arrangements. 

Resolved, the William Clayton be clerk of the 
said committee. 

Names of committee arrangements: 

Gov. Brigham Young, Hon. Heber C. 
Kimball, Hon. Willard Richards, Capt. 
Edward Hunter, Gen. D. H. Wells, 
Captain T. O. Angel. Wm. Clayton, 
Wilford Woodruff, Alonyo H. Raleigh, 
Thos. Tanner, Miles Romney, Norton 
Jacobs, Wm. Felshaw, Wm. C. Staines, 
Edward Martin, Orson Pratt, Benj. T. 
Mitchell, John H. Burnell, Reynolds Cahoon, 
W. F. Cahoon, Edwin D. Woolley, Geo. A. 
Smith, John Smith, Patriarch. 

Resolved that each of the several foremen on 
the works, furnish a list of the names of his 
hands at the next meeting. After which the 
meeting adjourned till tomorrow evening of 
early candle light. Miles Romney, clerk. 
Beautifully printed cards of invitation headed 
“CHRISTMAS FESHVAE, ” 

‘By Truth we Conquer, 

‘By Industry we Thrive, ” 


inclosed in embellished envelopes, were 
despatched to each of the public hands. 

Early on Christmas morning 
Thursday, Dec. 25, several companies of 
serenaders, with brass instruments, made the 
sleeping mountains echo with the sound of 
rejoicing. Our attention was drawn more 
particularly to the governor’s mansion, in the 
front of which was drawn up in military order 
a troop of horsemen; this was the brass band, 
giving his excellency a good wish in sweet 
strains. 

At 10 o’clock, a. m., the committee of 
management was in respecful waiting to 
receive those who were invited to the party. 
The carpenters’ hall, 100 feet long by 32 
wide, is admirably adapted for a mammoth 
party, which was comfortable, and suitably 
decorated for the occasion. Now the merry 
workmen with their happy wives, and smiling 
daughters, clad in genteel apparel, came 
pouring in from every quarter, loaded with an 
abundance of luxuries of every description, 
which were deposited in an adjoining hall, 
called the machine room, which is 40 feet 
square in which also was situated the ladies’ 
dressing room. 

At 11 o’clock the house was called to 
order, and suitable prayer and thanksgiving 
was offered up to the Donor of all good by 
Bishop N. H. Felt. The band then struck up 
a merry tune and his excellency, Gov. Young 
the Hon. H. C. Kimball, and other 
distinguished personages lead off the first 
dance. 


The excellent order, and quick 
succession of dances do great honor to the 
managers. We counted from 96 to 144 
persons upon the floor at once; these were set 
in order in the same time that we have seen 




four cotillions in other parties; there was no 
confusion, no dissatisfied looks, no 
complaining, hut the day passed in peach and 
happy merriment, with thanksgiving to the 
Father of all our mercies; each one who had 
friends in a far distant country, now and 
again expressing an intense desire, that they 
might be present with them to enjoy the 
blessings of the day. Each family, or person, 
when they desired it, retired to the dining 
room, and partook of their refreshments, and 
drank of the pure cold mountain stream. 

The atmosphere of our hall was not 
polluted with tobacco fumes, or the stench of 
the drunkard’s breath: no! we breathed the 
pure mountain air, drank of the mountain 
stream, and ate ofthe produce ofthe mountain 
rallies; we thought on the gloomy past, and the 
glorious present, and perspective future; every 
heart beat high with gratitude and gladness, 
and every countenance was lit up with the 
brightfire of enduring friendship. 

About 7 p. m., a few songs were sung 
by sundry individuals: one in particular called 
up feelings not strange to us, was sung by 
Thine has H. Young, entitled ‘Farewell to 
Nauvoo. ” This song gave the company an 
ample opportunity of comparing the present 
with the past. 

Gov. Young arose to address the 
meeting and congratulated the assembly on 
their present situation and blessings as a 
people. Five years ago we were menaced on 
every side by the cruel persecutions of our 
inveterate enemies; hundreds of families who 
had been forced from their homes, and 
compelled to leave behind them their all, were 
wandering as exiles in a state of abject 
destitution; but, by the favor of heaven, we 
have been enabled to surmount all these 
difficulties, and can assemble here to-day in 


the chamber of these mountains, where there 
is none to make us afraid, far from our 
persecutors, far from the turmoil and 
confusion of the old world. 

brethren and sisters, has not the Ford 
poured out his blessings upon you to surpass 
allformer times? Your bams and presses are 
filled with fine wheat, and other productions 
of these rallies; your tables groan under the 
abundance of the blessings of the Almighty. Is 
there room for one complaint or murmur by 
this people? No! You are full with the 
blessings of God; you can sit down and eat 
and drink until you are satisfied. There are 
hundreds of thousands in the world, who can 
say they never did have enough to satisfy the 
cravings of nature. There are thousands at 
this time who would crawl upon their hands 
and knees, or travel on foot over the mighty 
ocean, were there an highway cast up, carrying 
their little children upon their backs, to obtain 
the blessings that we this day enjoy. That day 
of peace and plenty which the saints have 
looked for from the commencement of this 
church, has in a great measure come to pass. 

This is a party for the public hands, 
those who are laboring for the public good: I 
am a public hand, and myself and all I 
possess belong to the Ford; all I possess is 
tithing from the cap upon my head to the soles 
of the pumps upon my feet. When my bishop 
came to value my property, he wanted to know 
what he should take my tithing in. I told him 
to take anything I had got, for I did not set 
my heart upon any one thing my horses, cows, 
hogs, or any other thing he might take; my 
mind was not set upon any of them. My heart 
is set upon the work of my God, upon the 
public good of his great kingdom; if there be 
any public hands who feel contrary to this, 
they had better leave, and seek to build up 



themselves: let them try, if they can accomplish 
any more in that way, than by dedicating 
themselves to the Lord, in the building up of 
his works; those who wish to try this, will meet 
with a signal disappointment. 

brethren, we are the Lord’s and all we 
possess; and I have determined by the help of 
the Lord and this people, to build him a 
house. You may ask, will he dwell in it? he 
may do just as he pleases; it is not my 
prerogative to dictate the Lord. But we will 
build him a house that if he pleases to pay us 
a visit, he may have a place to dwell in, or if 
he should send any of his servants, we may 
have suitable accommodations for them. I 
have built myself a house and the most of you 
have done the same, and now shall we not 
build the Lord a house? (the deep toned voices 
of the public hands answered ‘aye.) I will not 
interrupt your enjoyments by saying more, 
though on such an interesting occasion as this 
much more might be said. Brethren and 
sisters, I feel to bless you in the name of the 
Lord, amen. 

Gen. Wells then arose and related to 
the audience that Capt. Hooper had sent a 
present of candies and raisins to the party, 
and wished to know what was to be done with 
it. 

Pres’t. Young then moved that a vote of 
thanks be given to Capt. Hooper for his 
handsome present, and that it be given to the 
poor, who could not obtain such articles. The 
vote was unanimous. 

The dancing and merriment continued until 
10 1-2 o’clock, p. m., when the meeting was 
dismissed by benediction from Lather Morley, 


to be renewed the next day at 10 o’clock a. 
m. Each family retired their peaceful homes, 
much satisfied with the day’s enjoyment. 
Friday morning Dec. 26, 10 o’clock. 

The seats in the Carpenters’ Hall were 
filled by the not to be surpassed fair daughters 
of Zion, and the brave hearted sons of God. 

The company was called to order, and 
prayer was offered up by A. H. Raleigh. The 
dancing was conducted as on the previous day, 
and the same good order, joy, and hilarity was 
manifested. 

After the Hall was illuminated, the 
company was treated to a feast in the shape of 
vocal and instrumental music by Mr. John 
Kay, his lady and two daughters, the one 
pe formed will on the Guitar, and the other 
on the Tamborine, at the same time 
accompanying their instruments with their 
voices; this with the sweet voice of Mrs. Kay, 
and the deep bass of Mr. Kay, produced a 
species of harmony highly delighful to the ear; 
the performance was much applauded. Bro. 
Kay sang the Seer, in his usual pathos and 
sweetness, which drew from President 
Richards, a few touching remarks. Elder 
Geo. A. Smith also addressed the meetingfor 
a short time, after which, the dance was 
resumed, and continued until 12 o’clock p. m. 
A vote of thanks was movedfor the managers, 
which was responded to by 500 voices. After 
benediction from Father Cahoon, the 
assembly retired much gratified with their 
Christmas Festival, which was the best they 
had ever witnessed; and feelingpersuaded that 
it was only an earnest of that which is to come. 
G. D. Watt, Reporter 





1852 


Spring. Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . “In the spring of 1852, 
William Felshaw was appointed foreman of construction on the State House in Fillmore. ” 131 
[17] [23] [38] [123] [i23a] \.\/j]]j arn was se nt to replace Truman 0. Angell. l 23 H 98 l 

"Truman O. Angell served as Architect and William Felshaw as Superintendent of 
Construction ." [3?1 [1241 

May 8 th (Saturday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William Felshaw arrived 
in Fillmore and, as would be the duty of a supervisor, William reported on what he 
found at the work site. Truman Angell was the recipient of a letter from William, which 
was dated June 26 th , 1852. That letter served as the report: 

“To your request I embrace this opportunity to inform you of the progress of the work in 
this place. We arrived here the 8th of May and found nothing done at the State House 
and mill, or dam, and no road made to the timber in the canyon. We have worked 46 days 
on the dam and more, and 14 days on the road in the canyon and there will have to be 
about 100 days work more done before we can get timber enough for the State House, The 
rock are yet to quarry and haul five miles. The sand is to be hauled ten miles and the 
limestone is yet in the quarry and the kiln not built nor the wood is not yet in town. We 
have hauled a little lumberfor our shanties and are yet camped. We have commenced the 
water ditch to fetch the water to the State House which willprobably cost about 150 days 
work, as yet we have had no work from the citizens here except two logs hauledfrom the 
canyon by Bro. Call. 

Trom the above,you can draw some ideas when we should complete the job. ” [23 ' [12S1 

“There is on file now in the State House at Fillmore, a document showing that William Felshaw 
at one time signed over all his worldly possessions to the church’s United Order. ” * 1221 

“During the time of his residence in Fillmore, he was President of the High Priests Quorum. He 
had also the honor of representing his fellow citizens of Millard County in the Territorial 
legislature for two sessions. He wasfor several years Probate Judge of Millard County, and served 
as the first Mayor of Fillmore City. ” ‘First Bishop of Fillmore, Utah.” (Appendix N contains 
a photo mosaic portraying the early Bishops of Fillmore). 131119) [20] 1221 [3S| [126) 

William later served as a Town Councilman in Fillmore. ^ 


* "United orders" refers to the cooperative enterprises established in LDS communities of the Great Basin, Mexico, 
and Canada during the last quarter of the nineteenth century in an effort to better establish ideal Christian community 
and group economic self-sufficiency. [See: “United Orders”; The Encyclopedia of Mormonism”; Written by Israelsen, L. Dwight; 
https:/ / eom.byu.edu/index.php/United_Orders; Retrieved January 15,2018]. 





“William played a greatpart in quieting and makingpeace with the Indians. He was very stem 
with them, hut rational. He was strictly honest. Because of this and because he was the leader 
in constructing buildings, later Mayor, etc., the Indians called him Capitaine, and spoke of him 
in this manner: ‘Capitaine Straight. ” [361 

“William erected the first molasses mill in Fillmore, Utah. ..[he] and hisfamily not only made 
molasses for Fillmore, but they made itfor all of Millard County. Often they travelled around 
with their mill to neighboring towns. ” [361 

July 4 th (Sunday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William Felshaw was a 
member of the committee of arrangements for the Fourth of July celebrations in Utah’s 
capital city. ,l2?l Celebratory noises attracted the curiosity of indigenous peoples. 

“The following is a story, told in Julia's [Julia K. Felshaw] words, regarding her experience 
with Chief Kanosh: 

Soon after my father (William Felshaw) arrived in Salt Fake City, he was sent to 
Fillmore to superintend the building of the State House. I accompanied him as his 
housekeeper and my brotherJohn went with us. I was about nineteen years of age. Our 
little colony decided to celebrate the Fourth of July and made preparations accordingly. 
As was the custom in those days, we fired a cannon at sunrise. The Indians at Corn 
Creek heard the cannon and naturally thought the whites were coming to attack them. 
We were surprised when we saw several hundred Pahvant braves riding up from the 
south, and our littlefort was soon surrounded by the warriors in their paint and bonnets. 
My father was captain, hence it fell to him to talk to the Indians, but he could not 
understand their language very well and needed an interpreter. It happened that the two 
young men, George, my brother, and Orange Warner, were absentfrom the Fort at the 
time. I was the only one present who could understand their language very well. It 
required a great deal of courage to face them, but I did it. I went out and talked to 
Chief Kanosh and did my best to tell him what the celebration commemorated. After 
some time he understood, and the men became quiet. We asked them to stay and take 
part in the celebration, which they did. All went well, until, as a number on our 
program, Albert Shall blackened his face and hands to do a negro [sic] song and dance. 
The Indians thought it was done purposely as an insult to them and they were highly 
indignant. Then our trouble commenced. I tried to explain about the Negroes of the 
South, but Chief Kanosh would only shake his head and said, 'Kochpasujaway, 
Kochpasufaway,' meaning he could not understand it at all. The men, one by one, as 
inconspicuously as possible, slipped out to secure their guns and ammunition, determined 
that if it came to the worst they would sell their lives as dearly as possible. But the 
worst did not come. After I had talked and explained for some time, they became 
quieter. They stayed and we invited them to eat and remain for the dance. I invited 



Chief Kanosh to lead a quadrille with me. I may add here that if Chief Kanosh had 
not been such a fine man, we probably would not have lived to tell the tale. ’ 

In the years that followed, Chief Kanosh and around 250 members of his tribe were 
converted to the gospel. They were baptised and became members of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Tatter-day Saints. I believe that Julia bravely played herpart in their conversion. ” [281 

September 9 th (Thursday). Hoosick. Rensselaer County. New York . At the age of 
eighty-four years, William’s mother, widow of Lemuel Elisha Felshaw, daughter of 
Barnard Hicks, Sr. and Mary Eastabrooks, Sarah Hicks Felshaw, died. ' 2 



Sarah “Sally” Hicks Felshaw 

(October 24 th , 1767 ~ September 9 th , 1852) 


Fall. Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “In the fall of 1852, the residents of 
Fillmore again held elections... They elected William Felshaw as their representative in the 
lower house [of the territorial legislature].”^ 

Mid-November. Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “In mid-November 
Apostle Eyra T. Benson and Seth M. Blair, United States Attorney for Utah Territory and 
a Mormon, visited Millard County on ‘a mission to Fillmore City and the intervening valleys 
and settlements of the saints, to preach the gospel and speak to the saints the peaceable things 
of the kingdom. ’ The two elders found Fillmore in a ‘thriving condition .”* [231 


* Improvements achieved during only a few months after William Felshaw had been appointed supervisor is noteworthy. 
It is a testament of William’s capacity for leadership, his understanding and skills relative to construction and building, 
as well as his ability to organize. In concert with his other accomplishments, he becomes depicted as a person who held 
a great deal of respect from those around him. This is verified at the end of his life, with the words found in his obituary 
(presented later in this work). 






December. Fillmore. Millard Comity. Utah Territory . “Progress on the State House 
slowed in December 1852 because heavy rain or snow made it difficult for workmen to quarry 
stone and cut timberfor the structure. In a letter to Daniel H. Wells, William Felshaw wrote 
that the townspeople \are trying to get out timberfor the mill but they make slow progress... I 
think we shall live through the winter if the Indians don’t kill us off.’... Atyear’s end, the 
town celebrated their accomplishments with a Christmas picnic and an all-night dance. The 
people of Millard County anticipated as productive andpeaceful a new year as the last one had 
been.” [2i] 


1853 

Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “By early 1853 work resumed on a new road up 
the left hand fork of Chalk Creek to a newly discovered red sandstone quarry, where stone cutting 
for the State House soon began .” [23 ' 

March 10 th (Thursday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah . William Newell 
Felsha w was born to William Sc Charlotte Felshaw. William Newell was the third child 
(only son) of William and Charlotte. William Newell became known as “Bill.” ^ [1T| [22 ^ [104 ^ 

[127a] 


April 6 th (Wednesday). Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah . Construction of the Salt 
Lake Temple began (the cornerstone was laid). William Felshaw was one of the carpenters 
who worked on the temple. [37) 



Salt Lake Temple East Side Door Woodwork Detail 

(Non-commercial use image) 


“(William] continued to utilise his building talentsfor the beatification and service of Millard County. 
He built the first molasses mill in Millard County. He also helped pioneer the building of a canal to 
carry water to the ‘Sink ’ district, t making that land available for farming. In his spare time, he traveled 
to Salt Cake City where he assisted in the construction of the temple there. ” [14] [16] [17] [19] 


* It is unknown which woodwork of the Salt Lake Temple was done or overseen by William Felshaw. This image is 
included as a sample of the general level of craftsmanship applied to the temple during its construction, 
t The Sink District lies northwest of Fillmore, Utah. 








18S4 Design of the Salt Lake Temple, East Side 

(Non-commercial use image courtesy of The Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) 


August 1 st (Monday). Salt Lake, Utah Territory . An election was held in the Salt Lake 
Territory of Utah. Results placed William Felshaw as a Representative to the Legislative 
Assembly for Millard County. [16] [19] [20] [41] 







































































































































































































































September 13 th (Tuesday). Fillmore. Millard Comity. Utah Territory . “Wm. Hatton 
was killed by Indians, while standing guard at Fillmore, Utah. ” * [19al 

October 1 st (Saturday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . William 

Felshaw was named as Millard County’s representative to the Territorial Legislature. 
[ 128 ] 


October 6 th (Thursday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . At General 
Conference, and as the Bishop in Fillmore, William Felshaw reported the population for 
Millard County as “Fillmore, 304. Iron County: Parowan, 392; Cedar, 455. ” [19al 

October 21 st (Friday). Washington D.C . William Felshaw’s name appeared on the 
front page of the morning issue of The Daily Union. ' 1 A summary extracted from the 
article, and which is relevant to William Felshaw, is included below: 

“REPRESENTATIVES TO THE EEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Great Salt Lake county - J. M. Grant, Eranklin D. Rich¬ 
ards, A. P. Rockwood, A. Carrington, J. C. Wright, Loren¬ 
zo Snow, Erastus Snow, Wm. Stewart, J. W. Cummings, 

W. W. Phelps, John E. Smith. 

Davis county - John Stoker, Henry W. Miller. 

Weber county - Albem Allen, A. Shirtliff, Dwight Harding. 

Utah county - Sillman, Joseph A. Kelting J. C. Snow. 

San Pete county - Madison D Hambleton. 

Millard county - Wm. Felshaw. 

Tooele county - Eyra T. Benson. 

Juab county - Jacob G. Bigler. 

Iron county - Calvin G. Pendleton, Robert Wiley. ” 

November 13 th (Sunday). New York City. New York . William Felshaw’s name 
appeared in the Sunday edition of The New York Herald containing the same text as that 
which appeared in an October 21 st article (above). [1301 

December 12 th (Monday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . The Third 
Territorial Legislature met. William Felshaw was present as a member of the House of 
Representatives. I 17 l l 41 l 1 131 1 


* In light of this and similar events, William is then shown to have accurately reported circumstances in his statements 
within the letter of December 1852. Indeed, it would have been of no benefit for him to have reported otherwise. 









1854 


The Deseret Almanac (number 4, 1854, page 31) identified William Felshaw as a 
Representative to the Legislature , for Millard County. [3T| [132 ^ [132a ^ 

January 20 th (Friday). Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Territory of Utah. The 
session of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah ended. At some point 
following, in 1854, The Acts and Resolutions which were passed during that session of 
the Legislature were published with William Felshaw’ s name appearing on page IV. [133J 

January 25 th (Wednesday) . A list of those being helped by the Perpetual Emigrating Fund 
was published. William Felshaw s name appeared on the list.* [41] 

December 25 th (Monday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . As reported in 
the Deseret News issue of this date, William Felshaw , “who had charge of the design of the 
building and principalforeman” of the State House at Fillmore, Utah, had done his best 
to have the door and window frames, joists, etc., ready for the mason who came to 
Fillmore with some of the brethren. That goal was accomplished. [41 ^ [134 ^ 


1855 

February 3 rd (Saturday). William became fifty-five years old. 

March 11 th (Sunday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . Franklin Alonzo 
Robison and Adelia Robison , children of Joseph Robison and Lucretia Hancock Robison , were 
given birth blessings by Thomas R. King , William Felshaw and Noah W. Bartholomew. ^ 135 ^ 

[136] 

August 8 th (Wednesday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . In a notice 
published in the Deseret News on this date, William Felshaw was named as one of the 
individuals on the building committee to oversee a project described within a City 
Council ordinance. The project was to be a wall encompassing nine blocks in the town, 
four-feet thick at the base, eighteen-inches at the top, and eighteen-feet high, with the 
state house being at the center. [137) 


* It has, for some time, seemed odd to me that William would require financial assistance for emigrating. There are 
records of his industriousness and property holdings. The realization then came to me that William had given much of 
what he possessed in order to assist others, as well as to the United Order. Upon giving most of his property over to 
others, it would then naturally follow that he would need assistance afterwards. 







Late in the Year (probably November/December). Fillmore. Millard County. 
Utah Territory . The South Wing of the Territorial Statehouse was fully completed. 



The Completed South Wing 

(This image was taken from page 60S of "Utah Since Statehood, Historical and Biographical") 


December 7 th (Friday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . .. Territorial 
officials came to Tillmore on December 7, 1855, ‘to act in an official capacity within the 
walls of the partially completed Territorial Capitol... This was the only complete session 
held in the State House [at Tillmore]. ” [1231 

‘The Utah legislature passed a bill, authorising an election of delegates to attend a Territorial 
convention, the object of which was to draft a State constitution, and petition Congress a 
second time for the admission of Utah into the Union. ” [19al 

December 31 st (Monday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “An able 
address on plural marriage, written by Apostle Parley P. Pratt, was read before the Utah 
legislature at Tillmore, Utah. ” [19al 








Wt 


















1856 


During this year, William Felshaw was recorded in the 1856 Utah Statehood Census as the 
head of two households. One household in Salt Lake County, Sugarhouse Ward, and the 
other in Millard County (Township not given but was, likely, Fillmore ). Images of these 
two census records are currently unavailable to the author. 11381 

In 1856 William Felshaw “ made ten trips to Wyoming to assist in the relief of the Willie [Fourth] 
and Martin [Fifth] handcart companies .” 1141 1161 1191 1201 1361 1431 Regarding these handcart 
companies, LDS historians, Rebecca Bartholomew, and Leonard J. Arrington, wrote: 

"Memories of what was perhaps the worst disaster in the history of western migration have 
been palliated by what could also be regarded as the most heroic rescue of the Mormon 
frontier ." 1261 

William Felshaw played a part in this heroic, and historic, rescue. 11,11 371 

January 2 nd ( Wednesday ). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “While in 
Fillmore, William became active in civic affairs. FLe received a commission as a Notary Public in 
1856..." 1111171 

January 10 th ( Fhursday ). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . In a Deseret News 
article which appeared in the January 23 rd edition of this year, William Felshaw was 
recorded as having been a speaker at a multi-day meeting held in Fillmore. Other 
notable speakers during the meetings were Brigham Young, Wilson Woodruff, Orson Pratt, 
Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow, Ezra Taft Benson, and Parley P. Pratt. 11401 

July 4 th (Friday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William Felshaw was 
recorded as being on the program for the 4th of July Celebration at Fillmore, Utah, and 
noted for giving some “... very appropriate remarks and was followed by Prest. Grant. ..”* 

[41] [141] 

December 8 th (Monday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “The Utah 
legislature (sixth annual session) convened at Fillmore and organised by electing HeberC. Kimball 
president of the Council, and Hosea Stout speaker of the House. It then adjourned to G.S. F. 
City. ” 119al William Felshaw was selected as one of the Standing Committee on Revenue. 1411 11421 
Also during this legislative session a decision was made, as described here: “Conflicts 
between officials halted federal funding and contributed to the 1856 decision to move the capital to 
Salt Fake City. The building functioned as a jail, school, library, office, dance hall, and even a 
hiding place for the Deseret News during the Utah War. ” |137] 11391 


* This was Jedediah M. Grant , counselor to President Brigham Young. His attendance at the Fillmore festivities proved 
later to be part of what would become known as the LDS Reformation of 1856-1857. 







December 18 th (Thursday) . Salt Lake City. Salt Lake Comity. Utah Territory . “The 
Utah legislature convened in the Social Hall, G. S. U. City. ” [19al 


1857 

Cedar Springs. Box Elder County. Utah Territory . Sometime during this year, William 
Felshaw gave a birth blessing to Albert McRae (born October 9, 1856, in Fillmore), son 
of Alexander McRae and Caroline Webb McRae. ^ I4! ' 

January 5 th (Monday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . In a joint session of 
the Legislative Assembly, William Felshaw was elected Probate Judge. “... in addition to 
the usual Probate powers such as settlement of estates and guardianship of minors, these probate 
judges were invested with general civic, criminal and chancery jurisdiction. ” m [144] |14+a] 

February 1 st (Sunday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William 8^Mary 
Harriet Felshaw had been married for thirty years. 

February 5 th (Thursday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . Two children, 
Alice Melissa McBride, and Joseph Henry Fisher were given birth blessings by William 
Felshaw, Dan. Thompson and Jas. McGaw. ' 145 ^ t 147 l 

March 30 th (Monday). Utah Territory . “The Utah War” began. ‘ Judge IF 7 . IF 7 . 
Drummond, in framing the letter of his resignation as chief justice of Utah, wrote the most 
wicked and abominable falsehoods against Gov. Prigham Young and the people of Utah, 
thereby influencing the government to send troops against the ‘Mormons. ” “... the citizens 
organisedfor self-defense. ^ t 19a ] [ 123 ] 



Johnston's Army, Marching Toward Utah in a Snowstorm 

(From an illustration in Harper s Weekly; April 14, 1858) 








April 6 th ~ 9 th * (Monday ~ Thursday). Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah 
Territory . April Conference was held. During the conference, William Felshaw was, 
among others, called to serve as a missionary. [19a ^ ^ [88 ^ [148 ^ [149 ^ 

April 21 st (Tuesday). Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah Territory . Missionaries 
called at the April Conference were set apart in the Endowment House this day and also 
assigned to missions. William Felshaw was set apart by Orson Hyde for a United States 
mission. [41] 


“In the spring of 1857 [William Felshawf was called on a mission to the states, which he 
filled... and returned home the yearfollowing. ” [36] William was the Mission President. [158] 

In anticipation of William's mission, Mary Harriet wrote the following poem: 

MO WILLIAM FROM MARY 


To my brother, peace attend thee 
While in the distant lands you roam 
May the God of peace attend thee 
Far from Saints and far from home. 

Go and gather up our kindred 
Bring them up to Zion's Hill 
Let not one be left behind you 
Bring them all if it's God's will. 

Sound the Gospel to the people — 
Those we knew in early youth. 

Teach to them the words of Wisdom, 
Show to them the ways of truth. 


May the power of God attend thee 
On the Journey O'r the plains 
May his spirit e're be with you 
Wherever you may remain. 

When you meet ourfriends and brethren 
Greet them all in love for me, 

Tell them I have ne'erforgotten 
Those I love so tenderly. 

Tell my Father and my Mother 
Come amongst the Saints to dwell 
Tell my brother and my sisters 
To gather up to Zion's Hill." 


April 23 rd (Thursday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . “Departure oj 
the Missionaries” was published as a story in the Deseret News. William Felshaw’ s name was 
printed among the list of missionaries in that article. 11501 

“Church Chronology” records the event: “A. company consisting of about seventy 
missionaries, boundfor Europe and other parts of the world, left G. S. L. City with handcarts. 
They arrived at Tlorence, Neb., June 10th, making the trip to the Missouri river in 40-1/2 
traveling days. (They rested 7-1/2 days .)” [X9al 


* Some sources indicate that the conference was from April 6 th through April 8 th . 








April 25 th (Saturday). New York City. New York . William Felshaw’s name 
appeared in the Saturday morning edition of The New York Herald. 11511 A summary of 
the information from the article, and which is relevant to William Felshaw, and his 
responsibility within the Utah Territorial Legislature, is included below: 

.. STANDING COMMITTEES IN THE COUNCIL. 

...On Revenue — F. D. Richards, W. Felshaw, E. Fare... ” 

May 10 th (Sunday). A report of progress was sent by the “Missionaries’ Camp Handcart 
Company”, at Fort Seminoe, Devil’s Gate , Wyoming. A list of missionaries was given, and 
William Felshaw’s name is found among them (High Priest , residence in Fillmore). [152] 

May 30 th (Saturday). The Millenial Star reported that William Felshaw was a member of 
the Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee on Revenue. In this same issue of the Millennial 
Star , William Felshaw was listed as the Probate Judge for Millard County. [1S3] 

June 6 th (Saturday). Looking Glass Creek , Platte County, Nebraska . William Felshaw, and 
the horse team he was with, assisted “Handcart Missionaries” on their way to Florence, 
Nebraska. [154] 

June 12 th (Thursday). Florence, Douglas County, Nebraska . Reuben McBride* wrote in 
his journal: 

“very unwell Fndeed not able to get about almost like the Cholera Bros [William] 
Felshaw and Murrer laid hands on me lgot better and left the next day ” [155] 

June 13 th (Saturday). “... we extract the following list of names of Missionaries now on their 
way to different parts of the earth: ... William Felshaw... ” [156] 

June 14 th (Sunday). William’s son, John Felshaw , was designated as a President of the 
42 nd Quorum of Seventy. ^ ^ 19a ^ 

July 9 th (Thursday). Camp at Elm Creek H5 miles North of Fort Kearney) , Nebraska . In a 
letter to Brother Appleby , John Taylor included a report of progress regarding 
missionaries on the journey to their mission areas. In the letter, William Felshaw was 
mentioned as having been appointed President of the missionary area which included 
Florence, Nebraska and Western Iowa, with Alburn Allen and John Gleason as Counselors. 

[41] [157] [158] 


* This Reuben McBride was born June 16 th , 1803, the son of Daniel and Abigail McBride. Reuben's wife was Mary 
Ann Anderson. 







July 24 th (Friday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah . William Felshaw was placed on the 
program for the 24th of July Celebration at Fillmore as offering prayer. 1111 

September 1 st (Monday). Crescent City [now called Crescent], Pottawattamie 
County. Iowa . An excerpt from the Diary ojSamuel W. Richards states: 

“I staid [sic] with Bro. Felshaw until about 3 P. M. when he crossed with us to Crescant 
[sic] City, took Tea at Bro. Davis with the Brethern [sic], Felshaw, Gleason, and Bro. 
Uttlefield, and I spoke to the Saints in the Evening who gathered in, followed by Bro. 
Geo. G. Snyder, The good spirit was upon the Saints, and Bros Felshaw, Gleason, & 
Eittlefield followed rejoicing in what had been said, and in the spirit of our Message to 
them, some 12 or 15 dollars were handed us. Bro. Pope took his team and conveyed us to 
C. [Council] Bluff City, where we called upon Bro. Folsom, and from there took stage at 
2 A. M. for Iowa City. We travelled day and night until Thursday evening about 3 P. 
M. arrived at Des Moines, took Tea and slept at the Everett House (p. 105) Here we 
changed our Tickets for Bentonsport being the nearest route via, Keokuck for St. Eouis. ” 

[159] 


Florence. Nebraska .* President William Felshaw was visited by Elder Orson Pratt and Elder 
George G. Snyder. In the words of Elder Pratt appearing in the Millenial Star: 

"... early on Tuesday morning, September 1st, we introduced ourselves to Elder 
William Felshaw in Florence, being nineteen days from the city. The travelling done in 
little less than seventeen days. Spending a portion of the day with Brother Felshaw, we 
communicated to him the Spirit of our mission, and afforded him with such instructions 
as were in our power to aid him in promoting the interests of the Saints upon thefrontiers 
in the region of Florence and Genoa, and with him crossed the river and spent the 
evening with a flourishing little Branch of the Church at Crescent City. The Saints here 
received us with a warmth of spirit scarcely anticipated by us, and the spirit of gathering 
was not wanting. Our short interview was agreeable andprofitable. ” 11611 

September 16 th ( Wednesday ). Boston. Massachusetts . In a letter regarding the 
" Government and their designs against us in that territoryBrother Richards wrote to Brother 
Kane: 

"... If you have any information in your possession which you would like to communicate 
to Gov. Young you can do so with safety by addressing him under cover, to William 
Felshaw, Florence, N.T. with a request to forward ..." 11621 


* Florence was the site of Winter Quarters for Mormon migrants traveling west. At the time of William’s arrival in 1857, 
Florence had only just recently been incorporated on March 10 th , 1857. Florence was annexed by Omaha in 1917, and 
is now (2018) a neighborhood in Omaha. [160] 








November 1 st (Sunday). In his journal, Joel Hills Johnson wrote: 

"... went to Bro. Hough's. Bro. George Gooddardpreached and Bro. Felshawfollowed 
with remarks ." 11631 


November 12 th (Thursday). Omaha. Douglas County. Nebraska . In another entry in 
his journal, Joel Hills Johnson wrote: 

"... assisted in getting up a donation for the poor saints at Omaha. Found the saints 
here very liberal spirited. They made up a wagon load ofprovisions of many kinds, such 
as potatoes, beef, flour, groceries, etc., and I took them over to Omaha and delivered 
them to the President [Felshaw] for distribution." 11631 

December 10 th (Thursday). Florence. Douglas County. Nebraska . From the Joel Hills 
Johnson journal: 

"... went over the river to Florence. In the evening attended a council of the elders, called 
by President Felshaw to do some business in reference to the Church and the present 
crisis." 11631 

December 13 th (Sunday). Joel Hills Johnson wrote: 

"... went to meeting. Brother Shumway spoke very short, then Bro. Felshaw and 
Hittlefield, after which I made a few remarks on the necessity of prayer and knowing 
but little and keeping a closed mouth these times. It was thought best by the President 
[William Felshaw] to discontinue our meeting for the present and a vote was taken to 
that effect ." 11631 

December 21 st (Monday). From another entry found in the journal of Joel Hills Johnson: 

"... In the evening Brother Felshaw with 10 or 12 of the brethren came in and we 
counseled upon some business appertaining to leaving this place in the spring for our 
home in the mountains." 11631 





Winter of 1857/1858. Crescent City, [now called Crescent], Pottawattamie 
County. Iowa . William Felshaw had an extended stay at the Homer House hotel*: 


“The Homer House entertained all missionaries free of charge as they passed by there 
either going to their fields of labor or returning home. During the winter of 1857-58, 
all missionaries were called home on account of the Johnston's Army episode. Fifty of 
them sat down at the Homer table at one time without anything being askedfor their 
keep. Sixteen missionaries were too late to go with the last company across the Plains 
and stayed with the Homers all winter. They were: Henry Yates, John Wakley, Milo 
and James Andrus, Benjamin Clujf, Samuel Atkins, James Gleason, Fphraim 
Hanks, George Goddard, Charles and Andrew Shumway, Sam Patter, Abram 0. 
Smoot, Brothers Fee, Felshaw, and Brooks. Eliga did their laundry, mending, and 
darning besides keeping and boarding them all winter. Father found ways for all of 
them to cross the Plains at the earliest opportunity. Some of them were to work their 
way as teamsters and help in other capacities in companies going to Great Salt Fake 
Valley. ” [164] 


1858 

January 3 rd (Sunday). In his journal, Joel Hills Johnson wrote: 

"... In the evening Bro. Felshaw with Bro. Fittlefield and some of the rest of the brethren 
met at my room to counsel upon some important business relative to getting away from 
this place in the spring ." [1631 



* “After proving up on the [Homer] homestead [the Homer family] moved into Crescent City in Iowa and opened up a 
real estate office and a hotel. The hotel was called the Homer House and it soon became well known, as Eliza Homer was 
a good cook and so famous for her pies and doughnuts that travelers went miles out of their way to get some of her 






January 10 th (Sunday). From the Joel Hills Johnson journal: 

"... This morning a man, who called his name Lewis Fincher, came to TrotherLittlefield 
in search of Troth er Felshaw (President of this region). He stated that he and nine other 
men were sent by President Trigham Young as an express to assist the saints on the frontier 
emigration in the spring. He stated that the President directed him and his associates, with 
the assistance of the saints on the borders, to steal all the horses, money and other necessary 
means they possibly could from the gentiles andprepare themselves to start out very early in 
the spring so as to get ahead of all the troops and other immigrants. He told Trother 
Felshaw that he and his mend had already stolen many horses and had painted and 
disfigured them so that they could not be known by the owners and had also stolen $900 
from a safe in Missouri, $500 of which, with the horses, he could deliver into Tro. 
Felshaw's hands if would receive them. 

'He also said that he knew a man that had $1500 in gold whom he would rob 
and deliver the money to Tro. Felshaw if he would give his consent. 

After hearing these statement with many others of the same character, Trother 
Felshaw and Tro. Charles Shumway came over to my room and after relating the 
circumstances to me I told them that I thought he had been sent here by some government 
officer or Missouri mob committee to flatter us into those measures that they might have a 
pretext to bring a mob upon us and take away our lives. 

After consulting together a little we concluded to sendfor Trother Ejfleston, who 
with Trother Felshaw, Shumway and several others went over and told him that we had 
never been taught to steal, neither did we believe in the doctrine; therefore, we should have 
nothing to do with him or his measures; and after calling us apostates and giving us many 
warnings he said that he should come again the next day and bring his documents from 
Trother Trigham. He said he intended to carry out the instructions of those that sent him 
in spite of all oppositions. Tut we say no more of him or his documents ." [1631 

January 24 th (Sunday). From another entry of the journal of Joel Hills Johnson: 

"... In the evening Tro. Felshaw with several of the elders met at my room as usual in 
counsel." [1631 


January 31 st (Sunday). Joel Hills Johnson recorded: 

"Sunday 31st, stayed in my room and read most of the day. In the evening Trother 
Felshaw came in as usual to counsel with the brethren. My health continues very poor 
indeed ." [163! 


February 5 th (Friday). Joel Hills Johnson wrote: 

.. In the afternoon brother Felshaw came in and finally stopped with me all night. 
We had a first-rate visit through the afternoon and in the evening ." [163] 

March 31 st (Wednesday). Florence. Douglas County. Nebraska . Excerpt from Diary of 
Samuel W. Richards: 

“This Mom, David Brinton found me. had arrived the evening before from St. Touts 
with letters from Elder Yldredge for Me and Brest [sic] Young, E. Snow, and others. 
Hired a conveyance for three dollars to take me and bro. Brinton to Cresent [sic] City 
and took dinner at Bro. E. 0. Eittlefield's then went over with Bro. Shumway to 
Florence to see Bro. Felshaw. spent night with hm.”^ 59] 

On a separate page in that same diary, and for the same date (March 31 st ), it was 
recorded that he ( Samuel W. Richards ) “pd. to Felshaw 3.00”. 11591 

April 2 nd (Friday). Florence. Douglas County. Nebraska . Another excerpt from the 
Diary of Samuel W. Richards, states: 

“Bro. Snyder came over in the Morning. Teams came to the river but could not cross till 
the eve for the wind. MU stopped at Florence over night [sic]. Held a council with the 
bretheren [sic]. Dr. Clinton & Myself <& Bro. Felshaw, spoke to the brethren, giving 
them general information. Elder G. G. Snyder approved. ” 11591 

May 5 th ( Wednesday ). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . ‘The Deseret News 
having been removed from G. A. E. City to Fillmore, Millard Co., the first number of the 
paperpublished at that place was issued. ” [19a] 

July 1858. Utah Territory . The “Utah War” ended and “.. .the capital remained in Salt 
Lake City until after the so-called Utah War in 1858, when Judges Eckles and Sinclair ruled 
that the real Territorial seat of government was in Fillmore. Alfred Gumming, Brigham Young's 
appointed successor as governor, complied with the ruling.. .’’I 123 ! 

September 22 nd (Wednesday ). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . ‘The 
Deseret News resumed its publication in G. A. L. City, after publishing twenty numbers at 
Fillmore. ” [19a] 

December 13 th (Monday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . ‘The 
Utah legislature convened in G. A. L. City and adjourned to meet at Fillmore. ” [19al 








December 18 th (Saturday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “The Utah 
legislature convened at Tillmore, and organised by appointing Wilford Woodruff president of 
the Council pro tem, and Aaron Johnson speaker of the house pro tem. It then passed a 
resolution to adjourn the assembly to G. S. T. City. ” [19al 

The seat of the Utah Territorial Government was returned to Salt Lake City. [' 6S i "... the 
legislature met in Tillmore December 18, 1858, just long enough to legally adjourn back to 
Salt Take City permanently for reasons that the latter was more conveniently located for the 
legislators. ” [1231 


1859 

Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . “[William] was elected the first mayorfor the 
city of Tillmore in 1859 serving for two terms. ” [171 [231 [37] [1661 


7 William] also served as the president of the Stake High Priests Quorum. He also served as 
County Probate Judge and in this position he [would] sign as the judge on the papers members 
of the United Order were required to sign in turning all their worldly possessions to the church. ” 

[17] 


7 William] and his wife made a room in their house available for a school which was taught by 
Annice Rudd. Members of the Telshaw family took part in many of the local theatrical 
productions. ” [1?1 [16?1 



William Felshaw’s Home in Fillmore, Utah as It Appeared in the Early to Mid-1900s 

(Felshaw family photo; the man in the photo is currently unidentified) 




William & Mary Harriet’s daughter, Caroline, has given a description of family life at 
home in Fillmore: 

“[Caroline] made tallow candles which were used almost exclusively for light in the first 
years in Utah, and when she was older, it became her job to keep the lamp chimneys 
clean and shining, a job which she sometimes did every night. She used to spin using the 
spinning wheel and weave on her mother's loom. They had to sew by hand and knit 
socks and stockings for the whole family. Tor stockings they spun wool from sheep which 
they raised. They washed it, pulled it off the pelt, picked and cleaned it, before spinning, 
then wound it into balls or skeins of wool to be knitted into stockings. It was also 
necessary for them to make their own soap using fat scraps and lye, which they also 
made themselves. To make lye they had to gather hardwood and bum it. Then they used 
the ashes as lye in their soapmaking. She had a sweet voice and sang as she worked. 
She lived at her home in Tillmore until she was married. ” [16?1 

Fall. Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . In interest of settling the lower Sevier 
River area, a petition was made to the county court to utilize and control its waters. 
This was the second petition for this purpose. The first petition, made earlier in this 
same year by others, was denied. Those who made this second petition were William 
Felshaw, Jacob Croft*, and others, and was granted. 1231 


1860 

February 3 rd (Friday). William became sixty years old. 

July 13 th (Friday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . Members of the William 
tgMary Harriet Felshaw family were recorded in the 1860 United States Federal Census. 
Appendix O contains a copy of the relevant page of that census. Summary information 
relevant to the William Felshaw household (Dwelling Number 900, Family Number 822 ) is 
provided below and continuing onto the succeeding page: [1681 

Wm Felshaw 


Age: 

60 

Gender: 

Male 

Occupation: 

Farmer 

Peal Estate Value: 

500 

Personal Estate Value: 

1200 

Birth Place: 

New York 


William's son, John Earl Felshaw , later married Jacob Croft's daughter, Frances Amanda Croft. 





Mary H Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Birth Place: 

John Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Occupation: 

Birth Place: 

Attended school within the year: 

Lucy Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Birth Place: 

Attended school within the year: 

Caroline Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Birth Place: 

Attended school within the year: 

Olive Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Birth Place: 

Attended school within the year: 

Sarah Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Birth Place: 

Attended school within the year: 

Susanna Felshaw 
Age: 

Gender: 

Birth Place: 

Attended school within the year: 


52 

Female 
New York 

23 

Male 

Farm Laborer 

Ohio 

Yes 

17 

Female 

Illinois 

Yes 

15 

Female 

Illinois 

Yes 

13 

Female 

Iowa 

Yes 

9 

Female 

Iowa 

Yes 

9 

Female 

Iowa 

Yes 






1861 


February 18 th (Monday). Otisco. Ionia County. Michigan . At the age of fifty-nine 
years, William’s brother, widower of Ruby Tillinghast, Joseph Felshaw, died. 1511221 



Marker for the Grave ofJoseph Felshaw 

(Otisco Cemetery ofBelding, Ionia County, Michigan; Free use image) 


1862 

November 11 th (Tuesday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . William and 
Charlotte's daughter, Catherine Felshaw , married John Newton McBride. [104] Parents of Mr. 
McBride were Reuben McBride and Mary Ann Anderson. 

December 24 th (Wednesday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . William & Mary 
Harriet's daughter, Caroline Felshaw , married David Riley Stevens. “They were married at 
her parent's home in Villmore.” [104] [167] Parents of Mr. Stevens were William Stevens, Sr. and 
Marinda Thomas. 

According to Town of Fillmore records, William Felshaw' s service as Mayor of Fillmore ended 
this year. [166] However, as we shall see on the following page, other sources show that 
William continued on with another term as Mayor. 






1863 


March 18 th (Wednesday). City Hall. Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . A 
meeting .. organised by the appointment of Hon. William Felshaw, Mayor of the City, 
Chairman...” was held. The purpose of the meeting, as described in the Deseret News 
article, is provided below: 

‘The citizens of Fillmore assembled at the City Hall on Monday, March 9th, at 4 
o’clock p.m., to give expression to the feelings entertained towards Gov. Harding and 
Judges Waite and Drakefor attempting to subvert the rights of the people ofFJtah, and 
to bring evil upon them. ” 

In that same article, a series of resolutions were published; signed by William Felshaw, 
Chairman, and John Kelly, Clerk, f 169 ' 

November 18 th (Wednesday). At the age of twelve years, William <$. Man Harriet’s 
daughter, Sarah Felshaw, died. 1221 1 104 ! I 114a l 


1864 

William Felshaw was listed as the Mayor of Fillmore in 1864 within the reference book: 
“Handbook for the Pacific States: An Official Register and Business Directory of the States and 
Territories of Calfornia, Nevada, Oregon, Idaho, and Arizona; and the Colonies of British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island, for the Year 1864.” ^ I70 ' 

September 28 th (Wednesday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William & 
Mary Harriet’ s son, John Earl Felshaw, married Frances Amanda Croft. Fll 22 ! I 104 ! Parents 
of Miss Croft were Jacob Croft and Amanda Miller. 


1865 

January 5 th (Thursday). William Felshaw was elected to the Utah Territorial Legislature 
from Millard County. ' 4I ' 

February 3 rd (Friday). William became sixty-five years old. 

November 9 th & 10 th (Thursday N Friday). William Felshaw spoke at a two-day 
conference held by the 42nd Quorum of Seventies of Millard County. ' 4I ' ' ,71 ' 





1867 


January 6 th (Sunday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William 8c Mary 
Harriet’s daughter Hanna Olive Felshaw married Amasa Mason Lyman, Jr. ^H 22 ) Parents 
of Mr. Lyman were Amasa Mason Lyman and Louisa Maria Tanner. 

February 1 st (Friday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . William Sc Mary 
Harriet Felshaw had been married for forty years. 

March 20 th ( Wednesday ). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . Cattle 
brands of both William Felshaw and his son, John Felshaw, (both of Fillmore, 
Millard County) were recorded on this day. William Clayton was the Recorder. 11721 


% 

Left hip or thigh 

March 20, 1867 

William Felshaw 

Fillmore, Millard Co 

Record of William Felshaw’s Brand 


Left hip or thigh 

March 20,1867 

John Felshaw 

Fillmore, Millard Co 


Record of John Felshaw’s Brand 


April 5 th (Friday). Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, Utah Territory . William Sc 
Charlotte s daughter, Eleanor Felshaw , married William Read Smith. [22] Parents of 
Mr. Smith were Peter Smith and Mary Agnes Read. 

June 19 th (Wednesday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . William Sc Mary 
Harriet's daughter Lucy Rachel Felshaw married Francisco “Frank” Guillermo Wilson. [3] 
Parents of Mr. Wilson were Joseph William Wilson and Maria Josefa Antonia Alviso Y 
Amador. 





















September 24 th (Tuesday). Fillmore, Millard County. Utah Territory . At the age of 
sixty-seven years, William Felshaw , husband of Mary Harriet Gilbert Felshaw , and son 
of Lemuel Elisha ScSarah Hicks Felshaw , died. He was buried at the Fillmore Cemetery. ^ 

[16] [19] [20] [21] [22] [104] 
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Note Found within the Family Record Journal Regarding William Felshaw’s Death 


Excerpt from the Deseret News obituary for William Felshaw: 

“In all the vicissitudes of life and in all the stations he was called to occupy, he was ever 
true and faithful to the Kingdom of God, and tho he is now gone from our midst, he 
will long be remembered as an unflinching advocate for the truth as revealed in the latter- 
days, and it may be said of him blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth;yes, saith the Spirit that they may rest from their labors and their works do 
follow them. .»*[14][99][167][173] .' 

An image of the Deseret News obituary is included in Appendix P. 


1869 

March 9 th (Tuesday). Fillmore. Millard County. Utah Territory . ’At a special 
conference held in the State House, at Fillmore, Millard Co., Utah, a Stake of Zion was 
organised in Millard County, by Pres. Geo. A. Smith and Apostles Erastus Snow andJoseph 
F. Smith, with Thos. Callister as president. Daniel Thompson was sustained as Bishop of 
Scipio (Found Halley), and Culbert King as Bishop of Kanosh. ” [19al 

November 15 th (Monday). Salt Lake City. Salt Lake County. Utah Territory . William 
& Mary Harriet’ s daughter, Susannah Felshaw, married John Jeferd Ashby. 1 Parents 

of Mr. Ashby were Nathaniel Ashby and Susan Hammond. 


* From this single source, we have evidence of William’s continuous and unwavering integrity as seen by not only his 
family and community, but also his religion. The Deseret News is, for those unfamiliar, a publication printed under the 
auspices of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. It had, during William’s lifetime, become a standard news 
periodical for members of the church. 









1870 


April 23 rd (Saturday) . Beaver, Beaver County, Utah . Ellen Pratt McGary wrote a letter 
to Ellen Spencer Clawson , in which was mentioned Julia Felshaw : “And I was so in hopes 
to see Julia Felshaw as I came through Fillmore hut she was at meeting and we could not wait 
to see her ” [173a] 


1871 

August 26 th (Saturday). Fillmore, Millard County, Utah Territory . At the age of sixty- 
three years, the widow of William Felshaw , and daughter of Josiah Gilbert and Susannah 
Hyde , Mary Harriet Gilbert Felshaw “... laid down her life. Words cannot praise her 
enough for the great service she gave her children and\ as well, her fellowmen. May she receive 
her reward in Heaven. " [36] [104] [174] 

Additional appendices covering aspects of William Felshaw's life include: 

Appendix Qy Migration of the William Felshaw family. 

Appendix R - Summary of William's accomplishments. 

Appendix S - Namesakes of William (who are not family members). 

Appendix T - Pioneer medallion appearing on the marker of 
William and Mary Harriet Felshaw's Grave. 

William Felshaw and Mary Harriet Felshaw were buried side-by-side at the Fillmore 
Cemetery.* PI [ns] [176] [176a] 





Marker for the graves of Mary H. Gilbert (left), and William (rightf 

(Felshawfamily photo) 


* GPS coordinates for the graves of William Senary Harriet Felshaw are: North 38° 57’ 15.58” (38.95433°); West 112° 
18’ 46.22” (112.31284°). 

1 This is also the marker for William Senary’s daughter Sarah (1851~1863), and grandson John Earl (1865; son of John 
Earl). 











William Felshaw 


Afterword 


The main body of this work closes with the following quotes... 


“When you trace your genealogy, you find connections to many of the people and events that 
shaped history. History is not the story of some old irrelevant strangers. No. History is your 
story. Yourfamily was there - your grandmothers and grandfathers, uncles and aunts, cousins, 
nephews and nieces. If notfor them, you wouldn't even be here. ” 

— Laurence Overmire, 

The Ghost of Rabbie Burns: An American Poet’s Journey Through Scotland 


“Every book is a quotation; and every house is a quotation out of allforests, and mines, and 
stone quarries; and every man is a quotation from all his ancestors. ” 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson 


“There is no king who has not had a slave among his ancestors, and no slave who has not 
had a king among his. ” 

— Helen Keller 


‘To forget one’s ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root. ” 

— Chinese Proverb 


‘No matter who our ancestors are, our own personal and monumental task is to become the 
best person that we can possibly be - someone in whom our own descendants in times to come 
can take great pride andfind inspiration. ” 

— Laurence Overmire, 

Digging for Ancestral Gold: The Fun and Easy Way to Get Started on Your Genealogy Quest 



Appendix A 

William Felshaw Lineage Chart 
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Appendix B 

William Felshaw and Joseph Smith, Jr. Relationship Chart 



William Felshaw 


once removed 
























Appendix C 


1800 (2 nd ) United States Federal Census (Granville, Washington County, New York) 
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Appendix D 


1830 (5 th ) United States Federal Census (Hoosick, Rensselaer, New York) 
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Appendix E 


Deedjor property in Kirtland to William Felshawjrom Joseph S^Emma Smith (Part 1) 




































Appendix E 

( Continued) 

Deedjor property in Kirtland to William Felshawjrom Joseph S^Emma Smith (Part 2) 











































Appendix F 


1840 (6 th ) United States Federal Census (Hancock County, Illinois) 



(No. 4.) 
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Appendix G 


Diagram Indicating William Felshaw Property in Nauvoo, Illinois 
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The solid yellow highlight indicates the temple property (William Felshaw was one of the carpenters in charge of 
constructing the temple). William Felshaw owned block 119 (indicated on the map with a red dot). He also owned the 
property indicated on the map with a yellow highlight border. 




































































Appendix H 

Diagram depicting William Felshaw Property in Hancock County, Illinois 



Yellow highlights indicate areas where William Felshaw owned property in Hancock County. 

































































































































Appendix I 


Photograph of William Felshaw’s Masonic Apron 




























Appendix J 

1850 Agricultural Survey (Pottawattamie County, Iowa)for William Felshaw’s Farm (Part 1) 
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Appendix J 

(Continued) 

1850 Agricultural Survey (Pottawattamie County, Iowa)for William Felshaw’s Farm (Part 2) 




















































Appendix K 

Effective Church Ordinances for William Felshaw 
(Showing only those verified to have been completed during his lifetime) 


ORDINANCE 

STATUS SEALING 

Baptism 

Completed 

20 May 1832 

Confirmation 

Completed 

20 May 1832 

Initiatory 

Completed 

12 December 1845 


Nauvoo Temple (old) 

Endowment 

Completed 

12 December 1845 


Nauvoo Temple (old) 


Sealing to Spouse 

Completed 

16 January 1846 

Nauvoo Temple (old) 

Mary Harriet [Gilbert] Felshaw 

Sealing to Spouse 

Completed 

29 January 1846 

Nauvoo Temple (old) 

Elizabeth [Cheney] Felshaw 

Sealing to Spouse 

Completed 

7 February 1846 
Nauvoo Temple (old) 

Charlotte [Walters] Felshaw 






Appendix L 

Journal Entry of William Felshaw 



The only page known to the author on which William provided a narration of his activities in journal form. 









Appendix M 


1850 (7 th ) United States Federal Census (Pottawattamie County, Iowa); William Felshaw Families 
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Appendix N 


Photo Collage Depicting the Early Bishops of Fillmore 



William Felshaw Joseph Robison Joseph V. Robison Edward Partridge 

Ira N. Hinckley Nephi Pratt Benjamin H. Robison Thomas C. Callister 

Alma Greenwood John Kelly Joshua Greenwood Joseph D. Smith 

George C. Viele E. Wallace Kelly Nelson S. Bishop 








Appendix O 


1860 (8 th ) U.S. Census (Fillmore, Utah) with the William ScMarj Harriet Felshaw Household 
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Appendix P 

Obituary of William Felshaw 


In Fillmore Cits', 8<*p. MUi, UC7. Elder WIL- 
LIAM FEL'Hl AW, aged 87 year®, 7 months and 
21 days. 

Deceased whs born in Gran vJJlc, Washington 
County, Nov York, February 8d, J8G0. He was ; 
baptised Into the Church of Jesus Christ of Lai? j 
ter-day Saints, May 20th, 1832, In the town or 
Spaffoid, Onondaga Co., N. Y., by Elder Orson ! 
Hyde; removed to Ktrtlaud, Ohio, arriving j 
thereon th* 1st of June, 1836; labored on the] 
Temple at Kirtiand as one of the chief carpen¬ 
ters until its completion; was ordained to the 
Leader Priesthood In 183b, and shortly after was 
ordained an Elder and subsequently was or* 
dalnedinto the High Hriesi’g Quorum, lie- 
moved to Caldwell County, Mo., In 1838; passed 
through the varied and try lug persecutions In¬ 
cident To the BalnLs In thnt mobocralic State: 

S there<1 with tlie Saints to Nauvoo; labored 
ng and diligently oti the Temple there, being 
one of the three foremen appointed to do the i 
woodwork; and was one ot the number who' 
covenanted, when the Twelve left Nauvoo, to 
labor until the lower room of the Temple should 
be dnlshed, even should they have to live on 
bread and water; left Nauvoo, May, 1818,moving 
up to Winter Quarters where he remained till i 
the spring of 1848, when ho moved to Gal lands* 
Grove. In 1*51 he gathered with bis family to 
©. 8. L, City, w hence be was sent to Fillmore In 
the spring of 1852, to superintend the building 
of the State House. In the spring of 1857 he was 
called on a mission to the Stales which he tilled 
(crossing the plains with a hand cart) and re¬ 
turned home the year following. During the 
time ol his residence in Fillmore he was Presi¬ 
dent of the High Priest's Quorum. He had also 
ihe honor of representing his fellow-citlaens of 
Millar J County in the Territorial Legislature 
for two sessions. He was for soverki years Pro- I 
bate Judgo of Millard County, and Mayor of 
Fillmore City. 

In all the vicissitudes of life, and In till the i 
fetation* he was called to occupy, he was ever] 
True niul faithful to the Kingdom of God, and 
though he is now gone from our midst be will 
long be remembered as an unflinching advo¬ 
cate for the truth as revealed in the latter days, 
ami it may be said of him; “Blessed are the 
dead who die In the Lord from henceforth; yea 
•alth the Spirit that they may rest from tholr 
labors and their works do follow them.**—Cox. 


November 27 th , 1867 issue of the Deseret News 



Appendix Q 

1851 Map with an Overlay of Migration Information for the William Felshaw Family 


















Appendix R 

Summary oj William Felshaw’s Accomplishments 


If not provided in this appendix, source citations may be found within the main body text, 


and also within the “Sources” section. 

♦♦♦ Sat Pro Tempore on the LDS High Council . 

♦♦♦ Supervisor of the building of the Utah 
Territorial Statehouse . replacing Truman 0. 
Angell. 

♦♦♦ Carpenter on the Kirtland Temple, Nauvoo 
Temple , and Salt Lake Temple [35] [35a] 

♦♦♦ Tithing Foreman for the construction of the 
building of the LDS Nauvoo Temple. 

♦♦♦ Mission President encompassing areas of 

Nebraska and Iowa. He was set apart for this 
by Orson Hyde. 

♦♦♦ Helped build the Nauvoo Concert Hall . 

♦♦♦ Stood guard in Joseph Smith’s militia during 
the process of the building of the LDS Nauvoo 
Temple. 

♦♦♦ One of Joseph Smith, the Prophet’s bodyguards 
when Joseph was taken to Carthage Jail for the 
first time. 

♦♦♦ A Counselor to the Twelve (or “Traveling High 
Council”). 

♦♦♦ Assisted in the rescue of the Willie and Martin 
Handcart Companies (made ten separate trips 
to assist). 

♦♦♦ Counselor over the Lesser (Aaronic ) Priesthood , to 
President Newel K. Whitney. 

♦♦♦ A member of the Territorial Legislature of 
Utah (a Representative from Millard 
County, then capital of the territory). 

♦♦♦ On the Legislative Assembly’s Standing 
Committee on Revenue . 

♦♦♦ Supervised the construction of the quarry 
road to the site of the Territorial State House in 
Fillmore. 

♦♦♦ Supervised the construction of the canal 

system in Millard County (earliest canal 
system in Millard County). 


♦♦♦ Built the first Molasses mill in Millard 
County . 

♦♦♦ Probate Judge of Millard County. 

♦♦♦ First Mayor oj Fillmore . Utah. 

♦♦♦ First Bishop in Fillmore . Utah. 

♦♦♦ A Town Councilman in Fillmore, Utah. 

♦♦♦ Signatory of the LDS Redress Petition to the 
U.S. Congress in 1843. 

♦♦♦ Notary Public in Millard County. 

♦♦♦ President of the High Priests Quorum in 
Fillmore. 

♦♦♦ Together with his brother, Joseph, 

constructed “Eagle Bridge ” of Hoosick, New 
York. 

♦♦♦ Helped establish the Masonic Nauvoo Lodge . 

♦♦♦ Held the office of ‘Steward’ within the 
Masonic Nauvoo Lodge . 

♦♦♦ One of the earliest settlers of Iowa . 

♦♦♦ With his family, traveled across the plains in 
1851. 

♦♦♦ Fathered seventeen children during a time of 
high mortality rates among children (ten of 
which grew into adulthood). 

♦♦♦ Ordained into the LDS positions of the 
Lesser (Aaronic) Priesthood, then Priest, 

Elder, High Priest, and Seventy . 

♦♦♦ Endured the difficulties and persecutions of 
the early church members in Kirtland, 
Nauvoo, Galland’s Grove, and Winter 
Quarters. 

♦♦♦ Assisted the poor and needy . 

♦♦♦ Completed Carpentry Apprenticeship under 
“Old Father Hitchcaught”. 











































Appendix S 


Individuals Known to Have Been Named After William Felshaw 


Felshaw King * 

Son of William H. ScGolda Jane Burton King of Kaysville, Utah. [177 * 

William Felshaw Koundy f 

Son of Shadrach and Betsey Koundy ; born in 1831 and died in Nauvoo on August 14, 

1839. [178] 


* During the author’s lifetime, Felshaw King visited Harry Felshaw’s home near Mesquite, Nevada. While there, Felshaw 
King conveyed his family’s gratitude for William Felshaw helping his ancestor’s family (the family of Thomas Rice King 
and Matilda Robison ) in travelling across the plains to Utah. The author was present during one of Felshaw King’s visits 
to Harry Felshaw’s home. 

t Shadrach Roundy and William Felshaw were both members of the Masonic Lodge in Nauvoo, both were carpenters, and 
both sat pro tempore on the High Council. They both served as body guards to Joseph Smith, Jr. Both were by baptized by 
Orson Hyde in 1832. 



Appendix T 


Medallion appearing on the Marker of William and Mary Harriet Felshaw’s Grave 



(Image used with permission granted hy The National Society of the Sons of Utah Pioneers) 



Sources 


1. SCOTT, Marjorie. “William Telshaw”. (Speech given hy Marjorie Telshaw Scott in Tremont, 
California). Daughters of Utah Pioneers. Salt Lake City, Utah. July 28 th , 1974. Revised 
1990. 

2. GATES, Susa Young, Editor and Compiler (Prepared and Published under the 
Auspices of the General Board of the Relief Society with the Approval of the 
Board of the Genealogical Society of Utah). "Surname Book And Racial History: 
A Compilation and Arrangement of Genealogical and Historical Data for use by 
the Students and Members of the Relief Society of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints". Salt Lake City. 21st September 1918. Pages 392, 39S. 

3. FELSHAW, Richard F. “Lelshaws of America.” Germantown Hills, Illinois. 2012. 

4. "Copse." Merriam-Webster.com. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 14 Leb. 2018. 

5. "A Monograph of the Lamily of Folkard of Suffolk", Part I. Page 25. 

6. F0X-DAV1ES, Arthur Charles, compiler and editor. "Armorial Families: A 
Complete Peerage, Baronetage, and Knightage, and a Directory of Some 
Gentlemen of Coat-Armour". Edinburgh; T. C. & E. C. Jack, Grange Publishing 
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